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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL HELD 
ON WEDNESDAY 11th DECEMBER 2024 AT THE OATLANDS MUNICIPAL OFFICES, 

71 HIGH STREET OATLANDS, COMMENCING AT 2.01 P.M. 

 
1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Dennis Cousens recited prayers. 
 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Mayor E Batt recited Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clr A E Bisdee OAM, Clr D Blackwell, Clr B 
Campbell, Clr D Fish and Clr F Miller. 
 

Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager). Mr A Benson (Deputy General Manager), Mr G Finn 
(Manager Development and Environmental Services), Mr D Richardson (Manager 
Infrastructure and Works), Mrs A Burbury (Finance Officer), Ms W Young (Manager 
Community & Corporate Development) and Mrs J Thomas (Executive Assistant). 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
 
Nil. 

5. MINUTES 
 
5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 27th 
November 2024, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 27th November 
2024 be confirmed. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 27th November 
2024 be confirmed. 
 
CARRIED 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Campania Recreation Ground Management Committee Minutes – 19th November 

2024 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee Minutes – 25th November 

2024 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Campania Recreation Ground Management Committee Minutes – 19th November 

2024 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee Minutes – 25th November 

2024 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the Minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meeting, as circulated, are submitted for receipt: 
 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority AGM Minutes– 28th November 2024 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes of the above Joint Authority be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
THAT the Minutes of the above Joint Authority be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 
Report(s) prepared by the following Joint Authority, as circulated, are submitted for receipt: 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority Annual Report 2023-24 (incl. Financial 

Statements) 

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT the report prepared by the above Joint Authority be received. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the report prepared by the above Joint Authority be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   
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Clr F Miller   

 

6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
It is reported that no workshops have been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
 
 
Nil.  
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7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary 
to explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without 
notice or its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without 
notice at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it 
does not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to 
be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without 
notice in writing. 

 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
 

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Question relating to the demolition of the old Swimming Pool. 
Manager Infrastructure & Works advised that demolition work has commenced. Contractor 
engaged to undertake removal of asbestos. This work will be completed within a week. It 
was confirmed that a section of the sandstone perimeter wall has been removed temporarily 
to enable removal of the debris. 
 
Clr A E Bisdee OAM – Tunbridge Bridge Replacement – should Council arrange an official 
opening? 
General Manager suggested that the Department of State Growth, as the responsible entity 
for the Bridge replacement project would need to consider such a proposal. Would not be 
appropriate for Council to conduct an opening. 
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Clr A E Bisdee OAM – Erskine Street, Kempton – Council owned Cemetery Property – 
report of excess vegetation that needs slashing. 
To be inspected and appropriate action taken. 
 
Clr D Blackwell – Question relating to the Kempton Roadside Stopover Area. 
Manager Development & Environmental Services provided comment. This included advice 
that Council officers have been communicating with a local resident to emphasis that it is 
Council’s responsibility to monitor the site and its operations and not private residents. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Question relating to ‘Tiny Homes’ and the associated planning 
requirements (or limitations). 
Manager Development & Environmental Services provided comment. His comments 
included advice that the State Planning Office has recently provided a ‘Fact Sheet’ relating 
to this issue and a copy has been placed on Council’s Website. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Question relating to Council’s maintenance responsibility (if any) relating to 
a number of properties off Green Valley Road, Bagdad whereby access is via reciprocal 
right-of-ways. 
General Manager confirmed that Council has no maintenance responsibility. If requested, 
Council could provide a cost estimate to undertake certain work which would be done on a 
‘do and charge’ basis (i.e. private works). The property owners would need to provide 
acceptance of the costs estimate and accept liability in advance. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
Nil. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 

1. Improving Dog Welfare Outcomes in Tasmania – Discussion Paper 

2. Sign and Sealing of a Vesting Order – Springhill Bottom Road  

3. Closed Session Item – Clr B Campbell – Use and Control of Herbicides 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items not 
appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with the above supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 2.30 P.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public question 
time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before 

an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, at 

least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the 
public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to that 

question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice had 
been received from members of the Public.  
 
Note: The Question taken on notice last Council Meeting from Julia Jabour (Southern Midlands 
Regional News) relating to the Oatlands Dog Park is reported in Agenda Item 15.6.2.  
 

Mr Alec Dean – Ponsonby Vale Road, Whitefoord - Is there is any reason why Council only 
graded approximately 75% of the Ponsonby Vale Road – as opposed to the full length? 
Manager Infrastructure & Works to investigate circumstances. 
 
Julia Jabour – Southern Regional News  
Can an update be provided in relation to the Hotel Accommodation proposal? 
General Manager advised that there is ongoing communication with the preferred 
proponents. The proponents continue to review and revise the design concept pans aimed 
at reducing the estimated capital cost of the facility. The existing Agreement granting 
‘preferred proponent’ status is due for revision and will be renegotiated early in the new-
year. 
 

10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 

Nil.  
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Nil.  
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
12.4 Planning (Other) 
 
Nil. 
 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY] 
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
Nil. 
 
 

13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 

13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
13.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 
satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 

 
13.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil.  
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13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 
 
 

Nil. 
 
 

13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 
Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date:  5 DECEMBER 2024 
 
Roads Program 
 
Maintenance grading works will continue throughout the municipality. 
 
Pot holes in both sealed and unsealed roads are being addressed as resources allow. 
Council has engaged the services of a jet-patching contractor to address some of the defects 
in the sealed surface areas throughout the municipality. 
 
Culvert cleaning and drainage works are underway in various areas and will continue as 
weather permits. The focus on roadside drainage has proven to be invaluable during the 
high rain events and potentially contributed towards the level of resilience that has been 
observed throughout the road network. 
 
A number of sealed roads have been identified that require edge break repairs to be 
undertaken, these works have commenced. 
 
Various large potentially dangerous roadside trees have been removed throughout the road 
network. 
 
Current Capital Works 
 
White Kangaroo Rivulet Road – re-sheeting of this section of Road has bene completed with 
minor drainage works still to be undertaken. 
 
Interlaken Road upgrade works are progressing well. AWC are currently working around the 
10-11km area from the Midlands Highway with drainage and verge widening. A distance of 
6 kilometres is scheduled to be sealed on 16th to 18th December 2024 (weather permitting). 
This leaves approximately 2 kilometres to complete early in the New Year with the aim of 
concluding the project by end of January 2025. 
 
Reseal programme dates being confirmed following the appointment of the successful 
contractor. 
 
Bagdad shared walkway works continue and are nearing the Chauncy Vale Road junction 
which is the end point for this stage (although may be extended depending on project 
expenditure to date). 
 
Callington Park new toilet works are advancing but works will not be completed prior to year-
end. 
 
 
 
 



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 20 of 107 

 
 

Parks and Reserves 
 
Maintenance of recreation grounds, parks and playgrounds ongoing as required but recent 
rains have again increased workload. 
 
Annual sports grounds maintenance works will be commencing shortly –top dressing, verti-
draining and fertilizing as required.  
 
Building Services Unit 
 
Construction of toilets at Callington Park. 
 
Site preparations for the Barbecue facility to be installed at the Oatlands Aquatic Centre. 
 
Christmas / New year Period 
 
Confirmed employee rostering over the Christmas / New-year period. There will be a 
skeleton crew working (other than public holidays) and an employee will be on-call seven 
days per week. 
 
Planned Works 
 

 Roadside Slashing Programme – 2 Contractors – commenced in the Tunbridge and 
Campania district 

 Drainage and pavement repairs various roads; 

 Continue Interlaken Road upgrade works (nearing completion); 

 Continue footbridge/pathway works Bagdad; 

 Continue planning of works for Kempton-Mood Food Pathway; 

 Edge break repairs on various roads; 

 New toilet Callington park; 

 Install BBQ at Oatlands aquatic centre; 

 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 

 

 

Clr D Fish – Public Toilets (Blockages) – is this a Council issue or TasWater? 
Manager Infrastructure & Works advised that Council will respond initially and determine 
whether it is a blockage within the Council owned infrastructure or the TasWater mains. If 
the latter, TasWater will be called in. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Inglewood Road (vicinity of Waste Transfer Station) - number of road 
edge breaks. 
To be inspected and addressed. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Road Verges – levelling etc. – is it possible, over a period of time, to level 
areas of the verge where drainage works etc. is being undertaken which would then enable 
property owners to maintain sections of the verge particularly near property entrances. 
Manager Infrastructure & Works advised that identified areas could be assessed however 
this is not encouraged as it would involve private persons working within a road reservation 
without appropriate insurance liability cover. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 
/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 

access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
 
Nil. 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 

15.1.1  Heritage Project Program Report 
 
Author: HERITAGE PROJECTS OFFICER (ALAN TOWNSEND) 

Date: 6 DECEMBER 2024 

ISSUE 
 
Report from the Heritage Projects Officer on various Southern Midlands Heritage Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 

 Coordinating hire of buildings 

 Annual maintenance and repairs to the AiRSpace building 

 Ongoing contribution from volunteers Rubee Dano and Linda Clark including 
“Escape from Oatlands” research series 

 Ongoing participation in the Heritage Highway Regional Tourism Association 
workshop and meeting 

 Assessment of AiRSpace applications and allocation of places. We now 
have 2026 fully booked 

 Our next Artist in Residence (January 2026) is Lisa Moroney, a Tasmanian 
still life and landscape painter from Stonor. Lisa is interested in capturing the 
unique landscape of the midlands  and has been a finalist in both the Glover 
and Henry Jones Art Prizes 

 Ongoing public engagement with ABC 936 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 
Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 3 DECEMBER 2024 

 
DETAIL 
 

 The toilet block build at Callington Park continues. The brickwork has just been 
completed. The steel frame and some plumbing work is the next stage of the build.   
The screen for the front of the building has been made and is on route to Tasmania.  

 Helen and Mary did some weed work around the edge of Lake Dulverton.  

 Maria has been busy with Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee 
issues.  A meeting was held on Monday 25th November. Minutes form part of the 
Council agenda.  

 Maria and Helen attended a ChemCert Renewal course on Monday 2nd December at 
the Clarence Campus of TAFE. (Technical and Further Education). 

 Helen has been assisting Mary with some on ground works in relation to weeds.  See 
Weeds Officer report below.  

 
Weeds Officer Report, Mary Smyth 
 
18th November – 3rd December 2024 
 

Enquiries/feedback 

A report-a-weed enquiry was satisfactorily resolved: the resident had noticed a new thistle 
in their paddock and was wondering if it was Star thistle. Thankfully, it was not. Good photos 
supplied enabled a quick resolution on identification and control methods. 

More reports of Patterson’s curse have come in: follow up as time allows.  One such report 
involved quite a bit of back and forth (phone calls/emails/texts) but has been well resolved 
with a contractor found to do the work and the landowner happy to pay. 

A referred enquiry regarding whiteweed along TasRail lines coming in on ballast has 
resulted in a new contact at TasRail and some proactive interest on TasRail’s behalf. Again, 
quite a few phone calls and follow-up required here. 

 

Site visits 

Total = 14+ 

Matzoo Lane, Tea Tree inspection revealed some Chilean needle grass and a single 
seeding Serrated tussock inside the fenceline of a SMC border property. All CNG and ST 
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removed along roadside, property owners visited to show them the ST plant for future 
reference (see Communication). 

Isolated roadside infestation of Chilean needle grass on Native Corners Road visited and 
46 plants removed. The owners of the land adjacent were phoned with a friendly reminder 
to spray the small patch of plants on their side of the fence.  

Inspected Howletts Road but was unable to find any Chilean needle grass along it. I did dig 
out an isolated clump of Agapanthus in a roadside drain though… 

Footpaths near the telephone exchange, Reeve Street Campania, inspected for Chilean 
needle grass (both sides of the road). None found. 

Spraying of gorse and broom continued along the Dulverton Track near Hawthorn Bay, using 
the Quik Spray unit. 

Shown around the main thistle patches in Chauncy Vale Wildlife Sanctuary by Graham 
Green, spraying Spear and Slender thistles as we went. Graham has done an excellent job 
in getting the thistles down to a manageable level, but the work is not finished yet! Californian 
thistles need spraying mid-December. 

I was in the area, so I watered all the new plants at Mangalore Recreation Ground. 1 Banksia 
has died, 2 Cypress plants and 3 Swamp gums have been stolen. 

Watered all the remaining 2024 seedlings at the Kempton Oval Mounds. All the Banksias 
and Hakeas have died, but everything else is okay. 

Experimenting with the eradication of a patch of Carrot weed on the shore of Lake Dulverton. 
Most of the patch sprayed with one herbicide; the rest will be sprayed with another type 
(once the rain/wind stops). 

Numbers in brackets = CNG plants removed. Lowdina Road (27), Brown Mountain Road 
(34), Reeve Street (0), Barton Vale Road (14) and Brodribbs Danby Road (8 + two clusters 
for follow-up spraying) inspected prior to slashing of roadsides. Much fewer than last year’s 
tally. 

Communication 

A package of pamphlets and other information on Chilean needle grass and Serrated 
tussock sent to property owners at a Tea Tree address where a new infestation of Serrated 
tussock found. The owners have offered to talk to their neighbours down the road (outside 
SMC) about these two Weeds of National Significance. 

Received accurate identification of a couple of grasses (thanks to Matt Baker at the 
Tasmanian Herbarium in Hobart). The first was found during some Serrated tussock survey 
work at Spring Hill (it looked like a small, grazed flat ST) and it turned out to be a wallaby 
grass (Rytidosperma geniculatum). The second grass was the unknown plant in the drain at 
Pontville: this turned out to be Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis). Matt is putting both 
specimens into the collection so detailed location data was forwarded to him. 

A weed contractor phoned seeking supporting action from Council regarding a patch of 
Chilean needle grass on some Crown land in the Coal Valley. A visit to an adjoining property 
has been organised so I can view the problem and contact the Crown Lands department 
ASAP.  

Another weed contractor phoned to pass on the discovery of a new infestation of Serrated 
tussock near Campania (>20 plants). This will be mapped and all plants chipped out ASAP. 
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Corresponding with State Growth weeds officer regarding Patterson’s curse (us) and CNG 
(them). 

Related and extra-curricular activities 

A request to the depot manager for a deep hole to safely dispose of bags of weeds/seeds 
was swiftly executed. Bags are still being filled and will be until the season is completed and 
the hole filled in. 

Along with 220 other people, spent a very interesting lunchtime viewing a webinar on Myrtle 
Rust. This particular pathogen is not in Tasmania (yet) but I was interested in how it is 
affecting plants on the mainland. Myrtle rust is from South America and was first detected in 
Australia in 2010. It has had a particularly devastating effect on some rainforest species. 
Salient precautionary points from Carol Booth, one of the presenters (very relatable to 
weeds issues too):  

1/ Prevention is paramount. (Environmental pathogens are generally not treatable: we 
import too many seeds etc.) 2/ If something is eradicable, pursue it quickly and with gusto! 
3/ In policy, environmental consequences are mostly different to agricultural consequences.  

Weeds Action Fund – Stemless thistle and serrated tussock 

At the tail end of the stemless thistle season, the lessee made himself, his ute and a single 
reel spray unit available and a good 5.5 hours was spent driving to all known infestations 
(and a couple of new ones) to spray any remaining plants. 231 plants sprayed. 

Received all the photos taken by the contractors on their two-day “further afield” survey of 
Spring Hill. Co-ordinates on ST found during a walk around the Core Zone forwarded to the 
landowner for follow-up spraying by a separate contractor. 

Weed of the Week  

Tree mallow and Prickly lettuce so far this month at Oatlands front office. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

 
  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 29 of 107 

 
 

15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 
Author: ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICER (RACHEL COLLIS) 

Date: 4 DECEMBER 2024 

Enclosure: 
Animal Management Statement 2024 
 
ISSUE 
 
Consideration of the Animal Management/Compliance Officer’s report for December 2024 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 
1. To inform Council and the Community of infringements issued by Council Officers in 

relation to Animal Management for the period December; and 

2. Provide a brief summary of actions and duties undertaken by Council Officers in 
relation to animal management. 

 
This in turn informs the community of the requirements and expectations of the Council to 
uphold and enforce the relevant legislation. This reminds Council and the community of the 
importance of responsible ownership of animals. 
 
The infringements detailed in this report were all issued under the Dog Control Act 2000. 
 
Resource Sharing 
Southern Midlands Council currently provide Animal Management services to the Central 
Highlands Council through resource sharing arrangements. Jobs of note are itemised in the 
enclosed statement. 
 
INFRINGEMENT DETAILS: 
 
ATTACK DETAILS:  
28/11/24 – 5 sheep attacked, (3 Killed), 2 dogs destroyed - Campania area. Infringement to 
be issued.  
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.6.1 

YTD ANIMAL MANAGEMENT STATEMENT 

 2024 

DOG 
IMPOUNDS 

RECLAIMED ADOPTED/DOGS 
HOME  

EUTHANISED OTHER 
IMPOUNDS 

 

17 14 3  1 – goat  
1 – ram  
1 – Weather  
4 – Sheep  
1 – Miniature 
goat 

 
JOBS ATTENDED 

December 2024 
 

DOGS AT 
LARGE 

DOG ATTACKS DOG BARKING DOG GENERAL 

4 1 0 4 

NEW KENNEL 
LICENCES  

WELFARE STOCK Central Highlands  

1 pending 0 1 3 

 
REGISTERED DOGS: 1710 
KENNEL LICENCES: 67 
INFRINGEMENTS ISSUED:  0 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Animal Management Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM  
 
THAT the Animal Management Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 31 of 107 

 
 

15.6.2 Callington Park, Oatlands - Proposal to Establish an Off-Lead Dog Park (on 
the section of land adjacent to the Barrack Street Car Park)  

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 6 DECEMBER 2024 

 
ISSUE 
 
Council to formally consider the following question submitted during Public Question Time 
at the Council Meeting held 27th November 2024 (by Julia Jabour – Southern Midlands 
Regional News):  
 
“Is Council prepared to overrule, or reconsider, the decision of the Lake Dulverton & 
Callington Park Management Committee to refuse the placement of a fully-enclosed off-lead 
dog park at the Callington Park site?” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The proposal to establish a ‘fenced off-lead Dog Park area’ (Dog Park) on that part of the 
Callington Park at Oatlands immediately adjacent to the Barrack Street Car Park. 
 
This matter was referred to the Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee 
as the Committee responsible for that precinct. 
 
For information, the Management Committee is an advisory committee and its ‘Roles, 
Function and Responsibilities’ include the following: 
 
(a) develop the area as a visitor attraction 
(b) oversee the maintenance and encourage community involvement in the 

maintenance and /or development and upgrading of the site buildings and facilities 
(c) ………………………...  
(d) ………………………… 
(e) …………………………  
(f) encourage the continued interest of the public to maximise the access and the use 

of the environs without compromising the integrity of the flora, fauna geoheritage and 
heritage values of the area. 

(g) provide advice to Council in regard to priority works and annual budgetary allocation 
requirements. 

(h) To promote and facilitate use of the Lake and Park for scientific studies based on 
the natural resources of the reserve. 

 
The Management Committee is to consider and report on any matters which may be referred 
to it by Council. 
 
DETAIL 
 
In July 2023 Council received a petition with some 405 signatories seeking a fully-enclosed 
‘off-lead’ dog exercise area in Oatlands. The petition did not refer to any particular location. 
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The petition was then referred by Council to the Lake Dulverton & Callington Park 
Management Committee to consider and provide a recommendation(s).  
 
The Management Committee’s initial discussion included the possibility of establishing the 
Dog Park at the Flax Mill (aka Fred’s Point) on the basis that Parks and Wildlife had indicated 
(at that time) that this would be possible, although it would involve a lengthy approval 
process. 
 
At the same time, the Committee looked at other options, including: 
 

- Crown Land property near the old Catholic Cemetery (off Chatham Street); 

- A property adjacent to Tunnack Road (near the Council Glenelg Street Depot); and 

- A portion of Callington Park (as this was identified by the proponents as the 

preferred location). 

In relation to the Dog Park being possibly being situated at Callington Park, this was 
specifically considered by the Management Committee at it’s meeting held in March 2024. 
As an outcome of that meeting, the Committee provided the following recommendation to 
Council (subsequently endorsed by Council): 
 
“THAT Callington Park be ruled out as a dog exercise area because it - is too close to the 
playground; is too close to children’s facilities; should remain as public open space; could 
generate significant public backlash and it would be of concern to immediate neighbours.” 
 
Having provided the above recommendation, it was also acknowledged that the Committee 
would progress the Flax Mill option through lodgement of a ‘Reserve Activity Assessment’ 
with Parks and Wildlife. 
 
In September 2024, Parks and Wildlife advised that due to cultural heritage and other 
concerns, it was not possible to progress with a dog park in the Flax Mill area. 
 
Given the background information (as detailed above), it is apparent that there are three 
possible options available to Council: 
 

1. Council confirm its acceptance of the recommendation provided by the Lake 

Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee that a section of Callington Park 

be ‘ruled-out’ as an option for an ‘off-lead’ dog area. 

 

This would require Council to continue to assess other locations, noting that this has 

been an ongoing process but it is proving to be extremely difficult to find a suitable 

location. 

2. Council ask the Management Committee to reconsider its position regarding the use 

of Callington Park given the knowledge that the Flax Mill area has now been rejected. 

 

Irrespective of the Management Committee’s position, if a decision was made to 

proceed with the Callington Park option, a formal Development Application would still 

be required. This provides an opportunity for public representations etc. 
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3. That Council seek feedback from the broader community (say via the Council 

Newsletter) with the actual location within Callington Park being shown on a plan of 

the property. 

 

Depending on the feedback received, Council can then elect whether to proceed and 

lodge a formal Development Application for this site. 

 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – To be considered. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – To be considered. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council consider the options provided and determine its preferred approach. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council defer a decision until the January 2025 Council Meeting to enable 
further investigation and assessment of other possible locations. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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16.2.1 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
Author: OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE COORDINATOR (ADAM BRIGGS)  

Date:  3 DECEMBER 2024 

ISSUE 
 
Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinator’s Report for the month of November 2024. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Oatlands Aquatic Centre opened to the public on Monday 14th November 2022. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 

1. To report on the financial performance of the Centre compared to budget for the 
relevant month ending; and 

2. To provide details regarding usage of the facility. 
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Financial Reporting: 
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Group Bookings & Programs – November (18/11/24 - 3/12/24): 
 

Event / Booking School / Group Participation Numbers 
Centre Visits Tagari Lia Child & Family Centre 30 participants 

Physio Rehab Sessions Annabel Butler – Physiotherapist 13 individual bookings 

Lane Hire Midlands Swimming Club 2 individual bookings 

Centre Hire Masters Swimming Tasmania 60 participants 

Lane Hire Campbell Town District School 1 group booking 

Lane Hire/Student Visits Oatlands District School  1 group bookings 

 
USAGE FOR THE PERIOD 16/10/2024 – 17/11/2024 
PAID UPFRONT 

 

 

DIRECT DEBITS – Current Numbers 

Type Units 

DD Pool/Gym 12 

DD Gym 7 

DD 6 Months Pool – 17 years + 0 

DD 6 Months Pool – Child/Concession 21 

DD 6 Months Pool – Family 0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Type Units 

Gym  
 

Gym Pass 10 Sessions (17 years) 0 

Gym Pass 10 Sessions (Concession) 0 

PAYG – Gym (17 years)  11 

PAYG – Gym (Concession) 5 

Gym/Pool Combo  

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (17 years) 1 

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (Concession) 1 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (17 years)  2 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (Concession) 2 

Learn to Swim (Total Numbers)  

Term 4, 2024 Program Enrolments (Currently) 132 

Pool  

Pool Passes 10 Sessions (Child/Concession) 2 

Pool Pass 10 Session (17 years) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (17 +) 1 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Concession) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Family) 0 

PAYG – Pool (4 years and under) 46 

PAYG – Pool (5-16) 98 

PAYG – Pool (17) 135 

PAYG – Pool (Concession) 139 

PAYG – (Family) 12 
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Grant Applications & General Information 
 

See below an update on new programs implemented during November: 
 

 Ticket to Wellbeing Program for 2025: 

Oatlands Aquatic Centre has signed up to be a provider for a new State Government 

Program called “Ticket to Wellbeing”. This program allows eligible participants over 

the age of 65 years to access 2x $100.00 vouchers to be put towards Club/Centre 

Membership costs over a financial year period. These vouchers will be suitable for 

either GYM/Pool 10 Visit Cards or 6 month memberships. This program has a major 

upside for the Centre and making it even more accessible to the Community. The 

program will be commencing early in 2025. 

 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Not applicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
Clr A E Bisdee OAM departed the meeting at 3.01 p.m. 
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16.1.1 Bagdad Community Club Inc. – Community Club Precinct – Transfer of 
Ownership to Southern Midlands Council 

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 4 DECEMBER 2024 

Attachment(s): 
Business Case 
 
ISSUE 
 
To: 
 

a) provide Council with an update following the conduct of the Community Meeting held 

24th November 2024; and 

b) confirm the proposed project plan to achieve transfer of ownership of the Precinct to 

the Southern Midlands Council. 

BACKGROUND 
 
Council, at its last meeting held in October 2024, resolved to: 
 
a) note and approve the proposed amendments to the ‘Terms of Reference’ for the 

Bagdad Community Precinct Management Committee; and 

b) acknowledge that a community meeting is to be held (date to be confirmed), which 

will be jointly convened by the BCC Management Committee and Council for the 

purpose of informing the community regarding the proposed transfer of ownership of 

the Precinct to the Southern Midlands Council and the terms associated with the 

transfer; 

Prior to that, at its Meeting held in February 2024, Council resolved as follows: 
 
“THAT: 
 
a) The information be received;  

b) Council agree ‘in-principle’ that ownership of the Bagdad Community Club property 

should be transferred to the Southern Midlands Council for the following reasons: 

 
a. In the absence of any substantial Council owned property in this area, with Council 

investment it is ideally positioned to provide for the long-term needs of the community 

in terms of community and sporting infrastructure; and 

b. Council ownership of the property provides a more sustainable management structure 

with the intention to establish a Special Management Committee under the provisions 

of the Local Government Act 1993 to ensure and maintain local community input (the 

Committee include a representative from each user group) 

 
c) ‘In-principle’ agreement to receive ownership includes a commitment that the 

property would be classified as ‘Public Land’ (as defined in the Local Government 
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Act 1993) and it is Council’s aim to develop the property in accordance with the 

Master Plan (prepared by Lange Design); and 

d) Council, in conjunction with the Bagdad Community Club Management Committee, 

proceed to undertake the necessary consultation to achieve the objective of 

transferring ownership; and 

e) Following the consultation process, a further report be provided in relation to any 

issues that may arise and the proposed transition arrangements.” 

 
DETAIL 
 
Council, in conjunction with the Bagdad Community Club Management Committee, 
conducted a community meeting held on 24th November 2024. Approximately 30 people 
were in attendance, and were presented with the proposal to transfer ownership and the 
terms and conditions associate with the transfer. The terms primarily relate to: 
 

- Transfer ownership for a peppercorn amount; and 

- Agreement relating to the Terms of reference for the Special Committee that will 

be established under section 24 of the Local Government Act 1993. This Special 

Committee is focussed on maintaining community involvement and input into the 

future management and operation of the Precinct. 

No person that attended the meeting were opposed to the proposal to transfer ownership. 
 
In terms of where to from here, Councillors may recall that the following process was 
endorsed by Council at its meeting held in July 2024: 
 

a) Finalise the roles and responsibilities of the Council Management Committee to be 

established under section 24 of the Local Government Act 1993 (refer draft attached); 

 

Note: Section 24 of the Act provides the following: 

24.   Special committees 

(1)  A council may establish, on such terms and for such purposes as it thinks fit, 
special committees. 
(2)  A special committee consists of such persons appointed by the council as the 
council thinks appropriate. 
(3)  The council is to determine the procedures relating to meetings of a special 
committee. 

b) Seek formal agreement of these terms and conditions with the BCC Management 

Committee. This stage would include an information update to the community; 

c) Call for expressions of interest from within the community to be representatives on 

the Council Management Committee. Council to formally appoint;  

d) Prepare Contract for transfer of ownership and finalise; 

e) Obtain fresh valuation of the property which will be required for the purpose of 

calculating stamp duty payable on the transfer of ownership; 

f) Prepare / amend the Lease agreements that are currently in place (i.e. Zelda’s Bar & 

Bistro; Bagdad Child Car Centre; and the Bagdad Golf Club Inc.); and 

g) Following formal transfer of ownership, provide ongoing support to the Management 

Committee to progress the identified priorities. 



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 40 of 107 

 

Steps (a) and (b) have now been completed. 
 
Prior to progressing with the remaining steps, it would be appropriate for the Management 
Committee of the Bagdad Community Club Inc. to record a further decision at its next 
meeting to confirm its decision to transfer ownership having reached agreement on the 
terms conditions and consulted the community with no adverse feedback. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – An indicative operational budget (under 
Council ownership) was provided to the Council Meeting held July 2024. However, this may 
be irrelevant given that an application for significant funding has been submitted under the 
Government’s Growing Regions Program. If successful, the Budget will be consistent with 
the Business Plan prepared in association with the above application. 
 
A copy of the Business Plan is included as an attachment.  
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Refer detail provided. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – The transfer of ownership will be progressed as 
a priority.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

a) The information be received; and 

b) Council acknowledge the remaining steps to secure ownership of the property 

will be progressed accordingly. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT:  
 
a) The information be received;  

b) Council acknowledge the remaining steps to secure ownership of the property 

will be progressed accordingly; and 

c) Council arrange to brief Rebecca White MP as the recently announced 

candidate for the federal seat of Lyons. 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 
 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 

16.2 Recreation 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 
 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

16.2.2 Woodsdale Recreation Ground (PID 5839745 – C/T 10138/1) – 2578 
Woodsdale Road, Woodsdale - Sale of Property 
 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD)  
 
Date: 4 DECEMBER 2024 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Constitution of the Woodsdale Recreational Community Centre ‘Wallaby Park’ Management 
Committee 
 
ISSUE 

To provide Council with an update in response to the offer provided to the ‘Woodsdale 
Recreation & Community Hub Inc.’ regarding the possible transfer of ownership of the 
Woodsdale Recreation Ground to that organisation. 

BACKGROUND 

Reference is made to the decision made at the Council Meeting held 23rd October 2024. 
The following is an extract from the Minutes: 

 
“THAT:  

1. Council confirm the following offer to be submitted to the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. 

or the newly created Incorporated Entity (subject to finalising the public notification and 

sale of public land process): 

 

o Along with transferring ownership of the property to the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. 

(or the newly created Incorporated Entity), Council to provide a ‘one-off’ non-

refundable grant amount of $45,000 (less deductions referred to below). 

 Council’s contribution will be contingent upon the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. (or 
the newly created Incorporated Entity) providing confirmation that the external 
sources of funding have been secured to enable upgrade of the facility to a standard 
that is consistent with its expectations and achieves compliance with the Building 
Code of Australia and other applicable legislation. 

o Transfer the property for a peppercorn amount (say $1.00). 

o Stamp Duty to be paid by Council and deducted from the one-off grant (estimated 

value of $1,222.50) 
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o The property is to be sold on an ‘as is where is’ basis and from the date of transfer 

Council will cease to have any responsibility for future maintenance (e.g. mowing; 

building maintenance; waste removal); insurance or other costs associated with the 

property (e.g. electricity); 

o Each party to engage their own legal representative and meet the associated legal 

costs (excluding stamp duty payable on the sale transaction); 

o Following completion of the upgrade to be undertaken by the Woodsdale Football 

Club Inc. (or the newly created Incorporated Entity), and subject to the property being 

used as a recreation ground for the purpose of playing organised sport, Council will 

provide an annual operating grant of $1,000 (to be indexed by the annual Hobart 

March CPI percentage to be applied for the following financial year); 

o The Club will be liable for annual service charges and levies only, with an entitlement 

to be exempt from the General Rate. 

o The Woodsdale Football Club Inc. (or the newly created Incorporated Entity) would 

be entitled to a part premium reimbursement for Public Liability Cover relating to the 

property under Council’s ‘Donations and Community Support Policy’. (50% of the 

policy premium capped at $500.00) 

o The Woodsdale Football Club Inc. (or the newly created Incorporated Entity) would 

still be entitled to make application for any financial assistance through Council’s 

Community Small Grants Program;  

o Should the ground cease being used by the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. (or the 

newly created Incorporated Entity), then the property is to be sold. As a ‘not-for-profit 

organisation’ it is likely that the Club’s constitution provides direction for its resources 

should the Association be ‘wound-up’. In this relation to this, Council would seek to 

have the net sale proceeds returned to the Southern Midlands Council for re-

distribution within the local community. 

 

2. This offer must be accepted (or rejected) ‘in-principle’ by no later than 30th November 

2024 or the offer is to be withdrawn and Council will then determine the preferred method 

of disposal at that time; and 

 

3. If the offer is accepted ‘in-principle’, then the transfer of ownership is to be finalised by 

the end of April 2025 (unless an extension of time is mutually agreed by the parties). This 

includes the requirement for the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. (or the newly created 

Incorporated Entity) to provide confirmation that the external sources of funding have 

been secured to enable upgrade of the facility to a standard that is consistent with the 

Football Club’s expectations and achieves compliance with the Building Code of Australia 

and other applicable legislation.” 

 

DETAIL 
 
Councillors are advised that the following Email (address to the General Manager) was 
received on 25th November 2024: 
 
“Good Afternoon 
 
The Woodsdale Recreation & Community Hub Committee are willing to accept the offer of taking 
ownership of the Woodsdale Recreation Ground. 
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Thank you 
Geoff Young 
Toni Cowle” 

 
This Email was acknowledged together with a request to provide the names of all Committee 
Members. A response had not been received at the time of finalising the Agenda. 
 
Note: A search of the Incorporated Association System confirms that the Name ‘Woodsdale 
Recreation & Community Hub Inc.’ has been submitted however an Incorporation Number 
has yet to be allocated. This probably indicates that the application is still being assessed. 
In addition, the ASIC ‘Organisation and Business Names Register’ does not include any 
reference to the ‘Woodsdale Recreation & Community Hub Inc.’ 
 
The above search does provide access to a copy of the Constitution (as submitted) and in 

particular, it is noted that the Dissolution Clause is inconsistent with the offer determined by 

Council. 

 

The WR&CH Inc. Constitution states: 

13. DISSOLUTION 

(a) In the event of the dissolution of the Committee all funds and assets shall be sold 

with the funds donated to local non-for-profit organisations at the discretion of the 

Committee.  

Council’s offer specified the following: 

 

o Should the ground cease being used by the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. (or the newly 

created Incorporated Entity), then the property is to be sold. As a ‘not-for-profit 

organisation’ it is likely that the Club’s constitution provides direction for its resources 

should the Association be ‘wound-up’. In this relation to this, Council would seek to have 

the net sale proceeds returned to the Southern Midlands Council for re-distribution within 

the local community. 

 

Whilst Council’s interest specifically related to the property (as opposed to any other funds 

that the Association may have accumulated), the existing wording of the Dissolution Clause 

does not require any funds to be returned to Council. Although it does stipulate that the 

funds will be donated to ‘local not-for-organisations’. 

 

Timeframes 

 

Having accepted the offer ‘in-principle’, the second milestone aims to finalise the transfer of 

ownership by the end of April 2025 (unless an extension of time is mutually agreed by the 

parties).  

 

The transfer of ownership is however dependent on the newly Incorporated Association 

providing confirmation that the external sources of funding have been secured to enable 

upgrade of the facility to a standard that is consistent with the Football Club’s expectations 
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and achieves compliance with the Building Code of Australia and other applicable 

legislation.” 

 
Sale and Disposal of Public Land Process 
 
In relation to the ‘Sale and disposal of Public Land’ process, Council will recall the decision 
made (by absolute majority) at its meeting held 25th September 2024: 
 
“THAT: 
 
a) ……..;  
b) in accordance with section 178 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council resolve 

(by absolute majority) to sell the Woodsdale Recreation Ground property (PID 
5839745 – C/T 10138/1);  

c) the General Manager  proceed to– 
- publish this intention on at least 2 separate occasions in a daily newspaper circulating 

in the municipal area; and 
- display a copy of the notice on any boundary of the property that abuts a highway; 

and 
- notify the public that objection to the proposed sale be made to the general manager 

within 21 days of the date of the first publication. 
d) Council confirm its intention that the net proceeds from any sale of the property be 

reinvested in the Woodsdale Community Hall.” 
 
The notice of intention to sell public land was published in the Mercury newspaper on two 
occasions and a copy of the notice was displayed on the boundary of the property. 
 
At the end of the 21 day objection period, no objections or representations were received. 
 
In accordance with section 178 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council is now in a 
position that it may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of this public land. 
 
Under this proposal, Council is effectively donating the land. Based on the recent 
government valuation of $60,000 for the entire property, this would be the amount 
recognised as a donation to the organisation and reported in Council’s Annual Report. 
 
Having said that, any decision to confirm transfer of ownership may be premature at this 
point, pending confirmation that the terms and conditions associated with the transfer of 
ownership can be satisfied by the ‘Woodsdale Recreation & Community Hub Inc.’  
 
Development Application 
 
The remaining issue relates to the need for the Woodsdale Recreation & Community Hub 
Inc. to submit a Development Application. This will be necessary to confirm the actual 
conditions that would be included in any Development Approval, and hence, determine what 
the compliance requirements will be. 
 
As this is a pre-requisite to the transfer of ownership, it follows that the Southern Midlands 
Council, as the property owner at the time of lodgement, will need to provide consent for the 
lodgement of the Development Application (i.e. sign the application form). 
 
As a final comment, recognising that the Southern Midlands Council is the owner of the 
property and there have been extended discussions over a considerable period of time, it is 
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suggested and recommended that any Development Application be referred for external 
assessment and report (as opposed to being assessed internally by Council officers). 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – refer comment above. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – refer comment above. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Refer milestones mentioned in the report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

1. the information be received and noted;  
2. Council specifically seek an amendment to the ‘Dissolution Clause’ contained 

within the Woodsdale Recreation & Community Hub Inc. Constitution to clearly 
state that the net proceeds from the disposal of the property (i.e. land and 
buildings) be returned to the Southern Midlands Council for re-distribution 
within the local community; and 
 

3. Council recommend to the WR&CH Inc. Committee that it review the entire 
Constitution to: 
 

A) Correct a number of issues, including (but not limited to): 
 

i. Inconsistency regarding the name of the Association and the 
property; 

ii. spelling errors 
iii. delete reference to the Southern Midlands Council (and Council’s 

Facilities & Recreation Committee) when there is no need;  
B) reconsider the suitability of the Constitution for this type of organisation 
given that it appears to have been based on the ‘Terms of Reference’ 
normally used for a Special Committee of Council. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT: 
 
1. the information be received and noted;  
2. Council specifically seek an amendment to the ‘Dissolution Clause’ contained 

within the Woodsdale Recreation & Community Hub Inc. Constitution to clearly 
state that the net proceeds from the disposal of the property (i.e. land and 
buildings) be returned to the Southern Midlands Council for re-distribution 
within the local community; and 

 
3. Council recommend to the WR&CH Inc. Committee that it review the entire 

Constitution to: 
 
A)  Correct a number of issues, including (but not limited to): 
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i. Inconsistency regarding the name of the Association and the property; 
ii. spelling errors 
iii. delete reference to the Southern Midlands Council (and Council’s Facilities & 

Recreation Committee) when there is no need;  
 
B)  reconsider the suitability of the Constitution for this type of organisation given 

that it appears to have been based on the ‘Terms of Reference’ normally used 
for a Special Committee of Council. 

C) Council inform the Committee that the Tasmanian Government’s CBOS 
Website contains Model rules for an Incorporated Association that may be 
more suitable for this organisation and can easily be adapted. 

 
CARRIED  

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 16.2.2 
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16.3 Access 
 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 

Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
 
 
16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 

sustainability. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
Nil. 



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 58 of 107 

17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 

17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 

17.1.1 Policy Development - Body Worn Camera (BWC) (Draft) 
 

Author: MANAGER COMMUNITY & CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT (WENDY YOUNG) 

Date: 3 DECEMBER 2024 

Enclosure: 
Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) Policy 
 

ISSUE 

The introduction of body worn cameras for staff of the Southern Midlands Council. 

BACKGROUND 

The Southern Midlands Council continually strives to provide the safest possible working 
environment. The introduction of body worn cameras (BWC) for Council staff (where 
deemed appropriate and necessary) further contributes to this commitment. 

The primary purpose of a BWC is to securely capture and store quality evidence via audio 
and/or visual recording. 

DETAIL 

This policy provides a framework for Council staff on the correct use of BWC and 
requirement required by legislative on the data captured by the device. 

BWC is an additional tool and used as supporting evidence, and does not replace existing 
requirements, procedures or policies in respect of recording statements or declarations. 

Access to and use of recorded material will be in accordance with Council’s Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) Policy.  

This is the first reading of the draft Policy. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council:- 
 

1. The information be received; and 

2. Consider the draft Born Worn Camera Policy, with formal adoption at January 

2025 Council Meeting. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT: 
 
1. The information be received; and 

2. Consider the draft Born Worn Camera Policy, with formal adoption at January 

2025 Council Meeting. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.1 
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17.1.2 Policy Development – Private Works Policy (Draft) 
 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 5 DECEMBER 2024 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Private Works Policy (Draft) 
Attachment(s): 
Tasmanian Audit Office – Report of the Auditor General No 3 of 2023-2024 (Private Works 
undertaken by councils) 
 

ISSUE 

Adoption of Policy relating to the undertaking of private works. 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Tasmanian Audit Office has recently undertaken a performance review relating to 
private works undertaken by Councils. 
 
A copy of the Report is included as an attachment.  
 
The review evaluated the following criteria:  
 

1. Are private works processes transparent and consistent? 
 

 Have councils established policies and/or practices to manage private works?  

 Are decisions to undertake private works consistent and/or compliant with 
policies and procedures?  

 Is a dispute resolution process in place?  

 Do councils manage conflicts of interest in relation to private works?  
 

2. Were councils’ private works fees and processes compliant with relevant legislative 
requirements?  
 

 Have councils established transparent fees and charges schedules?  

 Have councils complied with the National Competition Policy?  
 
DETAIL 
 
The report contains a number of findings and recommendations (applicable to all or most 
Councils): 
 

1) Councils that undertake or may undertake private works establish private works 

policies that:  

i. are publicly available  

ii. establish clear and transparent decision-making processes  

iii. outline or reference existing dispute resolution and conflict of interest 

policies.  
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2) Councils implement appropriate controls to ensure compliance with private works 

policy requirements.  

3) Councils that undertake or may undertake private works establish a list of fees and 

charges and make these available for public inspection.  

4) Councils apply the Competitive Neutrality Policy and associated guidance to their 

private works activities. This includes regularly documenting their reasoning as to 

whether private works is a significant business activity.  

 
Specifically in relation to the Southern Midlands Council, the report includes the following 
references: 
 
• Approximate private works revenue in 2021-22 of $370,000 ($168K revenue from 

other government entities & $202K from private entities) 

• Private works policies and process – one of thirteen councils which undertook private 

works and had other procedures, forms, or other policies for the management of 

private works, although these did not fully meet our expectations. 

 

Central Coast, Derwent Valley, Dorset, Sorell, Northern Midlands and 

Southern Midlands Councils had internal forms which were not sufficient for 

various reasons. While Central Coast, Derwent, and Northern Midlands forms 

required approval by a council officer, they were not accompanied by a policy 

outlining who had delegation to approve private works. Dorset, Sorell, and 

Southern Midlands forms did not require approval. Derwent Valley did not fully 

complete the form for the one private works project it undertook.31 Dorset, 

Northern, and Southern Midlands did not complete a form for all tested private 

works projects. 

• Decision-making processes – one of eight councils who were not fully compliant with 

internal or publicised decision-making processes. 

 
The Southern Midlands Council had internal forms which were not sufficient for 
various reasons. Firstly, they did not require approval and secondly, a form was not 
available for all tested private works projects. 

 
Compliance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the National Competition Policy  
 
Councils had largely not complied with the 2 key compliance requirements relevant to private 
works in the 2021-22 financial year.  
 
Local Government Act 1993 compliance  
The Local Government Act 1993 requires councils to establish a list of fees and charges for 
private works, which must be made available for public inspection.  
 
Eleven had some combination of approved fee schedule or documented method for 
calculating private works charges, but they were not applied consistently or did not cover all 
the kinds of private works being undertaken. 
Five councils – Brighton, Central Highlands, Flinders, King Island and Southern Midlands 
Councils – had established a fee schedule which covered and was applied to some private 
works projects. However, the schedule did not cover all private works projects.  
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National Competition Policy compliance  
Tasmania’s Competitive Neutrality Policy requires councils to consider whether their 
activities constitute significant business activities. The national competition principles should 
be applied to significant business activities unless there is sufficient public interest in not 
applying the principles. Guidance from the Department of Treasury and Finance requires 
councils to document their reasoning as to whether an activity could be a significant 
business activity, given the judgement involved in making this determination. No council had 
documented its reasoning as to whether its private works were a significant business activity.  
 
All 29 councils that undertook private works had not documented their consideration of 
whether these works constituted a significant business activity. 
 
Discussion 
In the first instance, a draft ‘Private Works Policy’ has been drafted which is aimed at 
addressing the majority of the recommendations within the report. 
 
In respect to the compliance with the National Competition Policy, Councillors will note that 
the draft Policy indicates that all private works undertaken by council will be evaluated and 
assessed against the principles of competitive neutrality as outlined by the Department of 
Treasury and Finance. This is an interim position whilst a more formal assessment is being 
undertaken and a further report will be submitted to the Audit Panel. 
 
In respect to the fees schedule, it is not practical to document a fee for each type of activity 
that may be undertaken given the variables involved. It follows that the fee will be based on 
the following calculation: 
 

- Actual wages, plus 45% on-costs 

- Plant & machinery – nominated charge rate which applies to all Council works 

- Actual cost of Materials (if applicable) 

- Actual cost of subcontractors (if applicable) 

- Actual cost of any sundry items 

- All of the above costs are then sub-totalled and a 20% administration charge is 

applied; 

- GST is then applied to the amount inclusive of the administration charge. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

a) The report be received and noted; and 
b) In accordance with Council’s Policy making process, the draft Private Works 

Policy be tabled and considered for formal adoption at the next meeting. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT: 
 
a) The report be received and noted; and 
b) In accordance with Council’s Policy making process, the draft Private Works 

Policy be tabled and considered for formal adoption at the next meeting. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.2 
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17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 
 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 

17.2.1.1 Code of Conduct Determination Report 
 
Southern Midlands Code of Conduct Rick Wilton against Councillor Fraser 
Miller 

 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 
 
Date: 6 DECEMBER 2024 
 
Attachment(s): 
Code of Conduct Determination Report 
 
Pursuant to section 28ZK (2) of the Local Government Act 1993 I have been provided with 
a copy of a determination report from the Code of Conduct Panel in respect to a complaint 
lodged by Mr Rick Wilton against Councillor Fraser Miller. 
 
The Act requires that the General Manager to table this at the first meeting of the Council at 
which it is practicable to do so and which is open to the public. As such, a copy of the 
determination report is included as an attachment to this Agenda. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council note the Code of Conduct Determination Report in respect to a 
complaint lodged by Mr Rick Wilson against Councillor Fraser Miller. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT Council note the Code of Conduct Determination Report in respect to a 
complaint lodged by Mr Rick Wilson against Councillor Fraser Miller. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller Abstained 
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17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
 
 
Mayor E Batt – 2025 Australia Day Awards – Mayor Batt informed Council that the Selection 
Committee has met and determined the Award Winners for 2025. Mayor not in a position to 
publicly announce the winners pending the recipients being formally notified. 
The Awards Ceremony will be held at the Oatlands Aquatic Centre on 26th January 2025 
and will involve a Community Barbecue – details to be confirmed. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Parattah Jubilee Hall – the Annual General Meeting for the Parattah 
Jubliee Hall, being a community owned Hall, has been deferred to mid-February 2025 – date 
to be advised. 
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (Period ending 30 November 2024) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 4 December 2024 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 30th November 2024. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Operating Expenditure Report includes a Year to Date (YTD) Budget Column, with 
variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets. 
 
Note: Depreciation is calculated on an annual basis at the end of the financial year. The 
budget and expense for depreciation are included in the June period. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2024 to 30 Nov 2024. 

 Operating Expenditure Report – 1 July 2024 to 30 Nov 2024. 

 Capital Expenditure Report – 1 July 2024 to 30 Nov 2024. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2024 to 30 Nov 2024. 

 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall operating expenditure to end of November was $4,051,873 which represents 91.5% 
of the Year to Date Budget.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
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Sub-Program – Regulatory (Animals) - expenditure to date ($53,395 – 117.17%). 
Additional expenditure relates to increased resources required to address non-compliance 
issues.  
 
 
Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Sub-Program – Capacity & Sustainability - expenditure to date ($34,096 – 111.63%). 
Increased expenditure is due to costs relating to the Heritage and Bullock Festival. 
 
Strategic Theme – Organisation 
 
Sub-Program – Sustainability - expenditure to date ($1,182,092 – 112.27%). The year to 
date variance is not related to over expenditure in any particular budget item within 
Sustainability, but due to the timing of payments. We will continue to monitor expenditure 
against this Sub-Program. 
 
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAM 
 
Capital expenditure projects are colour coded to signify the grant program and show the 
completion deadlines. A legend of the colour coding is as below: 
 
 
Legend – Source and completion deadlines for grant funded projects 
 

Roads to Recovery 
It is the Government’s intention that the full allocation is budgeted 
and spent in the year allocated 

Local Road and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI)  

Phase 4 – 30 June 2025 (use or lose) 

Other Specific Purpose Grants Completion date as per grant deed or approved extension date 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.3.2 Request for Rate Remission – Oatlands District Historical Society – 107 
High Street, Oatlands (PID 5842354) 

 
Author:  JEMMA THOMAS (EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT) 

Date: 4 DECEMBER 2024 

Enclosure: 
Letter from Oatlands District Historical Society dated 24th November 2024. 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider a request from the Oatlands District Historical Society for a remission of 
rates and charges for the 2024/2025 financial year. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Reference is made to section 129 of the Local Government Act 1993. It states: 

129.   Remission of rates 

“(1)  A ratepayer may apply to the council for remission of all or part of any rates paid 
or payable by the ratepayer or any penalty imposed or interest charged under section 
128 . 

 
(2)  An application is to be – 
(a) made in writing; and 
(b) lodged with the general manager. 

 
(3)  A council, by absolute majority, may grant a remission of all or part of any rates, 
penalty or interest paid or payable by the ratepayer. 

 
(4)  A council, by absolute majority, may grant a remission of any rates, penalty or 
interest paid or payable by a class of ratepayers. 
 
(5)  The general manager is to keep a record of the details of any remission granted 
under this section.” 

 
DETAIL 
 
The Oatlands District Historical Society has been granted a remission of rates and charges 
over the last five years. 
 
As part of that decision, it was determined that the Society would need to make application 
on an annual basis. 
 
In reference to the attached letter dated 24th November 2024, the Historical Society has 
submitted a formal request for a rate remission. 
 
 
  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E20%2F03%2F2020%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS128@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20200320000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E20%2F03%2F2020%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS128@EN
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Human Resources & Financial Implications –  
 
Rates and Charges: 
 

Description 2024/25 

General $513.11 

Garbage $248.00 

Waste Levy $300.00 

Fire $49.00 

Total $1,110.11 

Interest & Penalties imposed $17.01 

Total Outstanding $1,127.12 

 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil 
 
Policy Implications – Policy position 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Ongoing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT, in accordance with section 129 of the Local Government Act 1993: 
 
a) Council, by absolute majority, grant a remission of rates and charges to the 

Oatlands District Historical Society for its property at 107 High Street, Oatlands 

(PID 5842354); and 

b) The remission relates to the 2024/2025 financial year, inclusive of penalty and 
interest. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT, in accordance with section 129 of the Local Government Act 1993: 
 
a) Council, by absolute majority, grant a remission of rates and charges to the 

Oatlands District Historical Society for its property at 107 High Street, Oatlands 

(PID 5842354); and 

b) The remission relates to the 2024/2025 financial year, inclusive of penalty and 
interest. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION(MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.2 
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17.3.3 2024/25 Budget – Formal Amendment(s) to Budget (Operating & Capital) 
 

Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 8 DECEMBER 2024 
 

Enclosure(s):  
Updated ‘2024-25 Budgeted Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income’ 

Updated ‘2024-25 Budgeted Statement of Cash Flows’ 

ISSUE 

Council to formally amend the 2024/25 Budget in accordance with section 82 of the Local 

Government Act 1993. 

BACKGROUND  

Council adopted the 2024/25 Budget (Operating and Capital) at its meeting held in June 

2024. Since that time, there have been a number of developments and decisions which have 

required formal amendments to the Budget. One purpose of this report is to capture all those 

decisions in a single summary document. 

For information, the following is an extract from section 82 ‘Estimates’ of the Local 

Government Act 1993: In reference to section  

82. Estimates 
 
(1) The general manager must prepare estimates of the council's revenue and expenditure 
for each financial year. 
 
(2) Estimates are to contain details of the following: 
(a) the estimated revenue of the council; 
(b) the estimated expenditure of the council; 
(c) the estimated borrowings by the council; 
(d) the estimated capital works of the council; 
(e) any other detail required by the Minister. 
 
(3) Estimates for a financial year must – 
(a) be adopted by the council, with or without alteration, by absolute majority; and 
(b) be adopted before 31 August in that financial year; and 
(c) not be adopted more than one month before the start of that financial year. 
 
(4) A council may alter by absolute majority any estimate referred to in subsection (2) during 
the financial year. 
 
(5) A council may make adjustments to individual items within any estimate referred to in 
subsection (2) by a simple majority so long as the total amount of the estimate is not altered. 
 
(6) A council, by absolute majority, may authorise the general manager to make minor 
adjustments up to specified amounts to individual items within any estimate referred to in 
subsection (2) so long as the total amount of the estimate is not altered. 
 
(7) The general manager is to report any adjustment and an explanation of the adjustment 
at the first ordinary meeting of the council following the adjustment.” 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS82%40Gs2%40EN%2B20150304140000;histon=;inforequest=;prompt=;rec=157;term=#GS82@Gs2@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS82%40Gs2%40EN%2B20150304140000;histon=;inforequest=;prompt=;rec=157;term=#GS82@Gs2@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS82%40Gs2%40EN%2B20150304140000;histon=;inforequest=;prompt=;rec=157;term=#GS82@Gs2@EN
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DETAIL 

Comments are provided in relation to each of the amendments: 

Budgeted Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income 

Recurrent Income 

Grants – Recurrent (FAGS)  

(Allocated $4,562,388 less Budget 

$4,426,800 – Additional $135,588) 

$135,588 

 

Net Capital Income 

Grants – Capital  

Roads to Recovery Program (additional 

allocation)   

$154,375 

Kempton Recreation Ground – Capital 

Upgrade (Election Commitment funded) 

$  80,000 

Chauncy Vale Sanctuary – New Toilets 

& Interps (Election Commitment funded) 

$80,000 

Contributions  

Campania Halls Management 

Committee – contribution to external 

painting 

$15,000 

  

Capital Income – Net Gain / (loss) on Disposal of Assets  

Sale of Land - 27 Church Street, 

Oatlands – Net Gain (Sale price of 

$300,000 less Book Value $155,000) 

$145,000 

 

Recurrent Expenditure – Employee Costs  

Salaries & Wages – approved increase 

of $35,000 relating to the Enterprise 

Bargaining Agreement (approved June 

2024 – post Budget adoption) 

($35,000) 

     

  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 92 of 107 

Budgeted Cash Flow Statement 

Insert Opening Cash Flowing (as at 
1/7/24) 
Not available at time of Budget Adoption 

$14,552,990 

 

Cash Flows from Operating Activities 

Expenses - Employee Costs ($35,000) 

Income – Grants – Recurrent $135,588 

Income – Grants – Recurrent 
2024/25 FAGS – received in advance 

($3,867,611) 

 

Cash Flows from Investing Activities – Payments for Property, Plant & Equipment (i.e. 

Capital Works Program) 

Roads Program:   

Woodsdale Road – Reconstruct & Seal 
(additional allocation)  

($81,250) 

Pelham Road – Reconstruct & Seal 
(new allocation)  

($160,000) 

Sugarloaf Road, Kempton (Works to be  
undertaken within allocated reseal 
program)  

$28,875 

Station Street, Colebrook (Works to be  
undertaken within allocated reseal 
program) 

$20,000 

York Plains Road – Reconstruct and 
Seal (Reduction  - revised estimate) 

$38,000 

Eldon Road (Tunnack end) – approx. 1 
klm – Reconstruct and Seal 
(Re-allocation of LRCI Phase 4 funding 
from Campania Recreation Ground - 
Changerooms Extension / Upgrade as 
this project will not be completed by 
June 2025.) 

($100,000) 

Recreation Program:  

Campania Recreation Ground -  

Changerooms Extension / Upgrade 

Project retained but the $100,000 

(sourced from LRCI Phase 4) will be 

funded directly by Council 

Kempton Recreation Ground – Upgrade 

Cricket Practice Net and construct a 

half-court basketball court / pickle ball 

court (State Government – Election 

Commitment) 

($80,000) 

  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 11th December 2024 

Page 93 of 107 

Recreation Program (continued):  

Kempton Recreation Ground – 

Underground Irrigation System 

(additional allocation based on actual 

Quotation received) 

(Re-allocation of LRCI Phase 4 funding 

from Oatlands Dog Park as it is unlikely 

that this project will not be undertaken 

by June 2025.) 

($20,000) 

Property Purchase – Main Street, 

Kempton. To be offset through sale of 

property (post 2024/25) 

($187,900) 

Campania Community Hall – External 

Repainting. 

Essential works not budgeted. 

Total Project budget of $36,800 noting 

the Campania Halls Management 

Committee contributing $15,000 – 

recognised as Income) 

($15,000 - r-allocation of LRCI Phase 4 

funding from Oatlands Dog Park as it is 

unlikely that this project will not be 

undertaken by June 2025.) 

 

($36,800) 

Levendale Community Centre (ex 

Primary School). Purchase of Land 

(Basketball Court / Playground). 

Budget – not allocated. Purchase Price 

of $30K plus costs. 

($45,000) 

Animal Control Program:  

Oatlands Dog Park  Project retained but the $35,000 

(sourced from LRCI Phase 4) will be 

funded directly by Council 

Sustainability Program:  

Oatlands Council Chambers – External 

Repainting (Doors & Window Frames). 

Essential works not budgeted. 

($7,600) 

    Net Capital Expenditure ($631,675) 
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Cash Flows from Investing Activities – Proceeds from Sale of Property, Plant & 

Equipment 

27 Church Street, Oatlands – Sale of 

Land (additional $210K) 

$210,000 

 

Cash Flows from Investing Activities – Capital Grants 

Roads to Recovery Program (additional 

allocation)   

$154,375 

Kempton Recreation Ground – Capital 

Upgrade (Election Commitment funded) 

$  80,000 

Chauncy Vale Sanctuary – New Toilets 

& Interps (Election Commitment funded) 

$80,000 

 

Note: 
 
1. Growing Regions Program – Grant Applications 

Council is aware that applications have been submitted under the Growing Regions Program 
for major new developments and upgrade at both the Bagdad Community Club Precinct and 
the Oatlands Recreation Ground. The grant guidelines state that all projects must be ‘shovel-
ready’ when the Grant Deed is entered into. Whilst there is no indication whether the 
applications may be successful, there is an immediate need to invest in investigation and 
preparation of detailed design specifications. This is deemed to be eligible expenditure 
under the Grant Program, however if the applications are unsuccessful, then all amounts 
will be reported as ‘Capital Works-in-Progress’ and carried until such time as external 
funding is secured or a Budget is allocated by Council. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – refer enclosed: 

- Updated ‘2024-25 Budgeted Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive 

Income’ 

- Updated ‘2024-25 Budgeted Statement of Cash Flows’ 

Comments:  

1. Revised ‘Result from Continuing Operations (excluding Net Capital Income)’ of 

($381,603) – compared to initial budgeted deficit of ($482,191) 

2. Net decrease in Cash held of $4,174,937 – the majority of that being the 2024/25 

FAGS Grant of $3,867,611 received in advance. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A 

Policy Implications – Nil. 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – 2024/25 Budget and reporting period. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council resolve, by absolute majority, to formally amend the 2024/25 Budget 

(Operating & Capital) in accordance with section 82 of the Local Government Act 

1993, and endorse the budget amendments as detailed in the report. 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT Council resolve, by absolute majority, to formally amend the 2024/25 Budget 

(Operating & Capital) in accordance with section 82 of the Local Government Act 

1993, and endorse the budget amendments as detailed in the report. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION (MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.3 
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17.3.4 2024/25 Schedule of Fees & Charges (Partial Review) – Oatlands Aquatic 
Centre 

 
Author:  COORDINTOR – OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE (ADAM BRIGGS) 

Date: 8 DECEMBER 2024 
 
ISSUE 
Review of the Schedule of Fes and Charges as they relate to the Oatlands Aquatic Centre. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Schedule of Fees and Charges is maintained in accordance with section 205 of the 
Local Government Act 1993. 
 
DETAIL 
The Oatlands Aquatic Centre Coordinator, as part of an ongoing review process, has 
undertaken a review of the Aquatic Centre charges and has submitted the following detail 
for consideration and approval: 
 

Casual Pool Visits 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

Free Infant Casual – 4 Years & Under Free 

$5.00 Child Casual – 5-16 Years $5.00 

$7.00 Adult Casual – 17 Years & Over $7.00 

$5.00 Concession Casual $5.00 

$20.00 Family Casual – 4 persons $20.00 

Casual GYM Visits 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$5.00 Concession Casual $5.00 

$6.50 Adult Casual – 17 Years & Over $7.00 

$7.50 Concession Pool & GYM Casual $7.50 

$10.00 Adult Pool & GYM Casual $10.00 

10 Visit Session Passes (Pool & GYM) 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$45.00 Concession – 10 Visit Pass Pool & 
GYM  

$45.00 

$65.00 Adult – 10 Visit Pass Pool & GYM $65.00 

Pool Memberships 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$260.00 / $20.00 Child or Concession – 6 Months $260.00 / $20.00 

$330.00 / $25.38 Adult – 17 Years & Over $330.00 / $25.38 

GYM Memberships 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$30.00 a fortnight Pool & GYM $30.00 a fortnight 

$20.00 a fortnight GYM $20.00 a fortnight 

Centre Memberships (Pool & GYM) 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$550.00 / $42.30 Family: 1 Adult & 1 Child $550.00 / $42.30 

$600.00 / $46.16 Family: 1 Adult & 2/3 Children $600.00 / $46.16 

$650.00 / $50.00 Family: 2 Adults & 1/2 Children $650.00 / $50.00 

$700.00 / $53.84 Family: 2 Adults & 3 Children $700.00 / $53.84 

$750.00 / $57.70 Family: 2 Adults & 4+ Children $750.00 / $57.70 
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Pool Hire, Group Bookings & Birthday Parties 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$30.00 Per Lane / Per Hour Lane Hire $30.00 Per Lane / Per Hour 

$160.00 Per Hour Whole Pool Hire $160.00 Per Hour 

$50.00 Room Hire / Per 
Hour 

$4.00 Adult & Child Fee 

Birthday Parties 
 

$50.00 Room Hire / Per Hour 
$4.00 Adult & Child Fee 

Learn to Swim Programs 

Current Pricing Product Update Pricing 

$20.00 Per Lesson Private Lessons – 5 Day Programs $22.00 Per Lesson 

$25.00 Per Lesson Private Lessons – Individual Booking $27.50 Per Lesson 

$16.50 Per Lesson Term Lesson Programs $16.50 Per Lesson 

The recommended changes reflect the following comments: 

 Delete the individual ‘Gym and Pool 10 Visit Passes’ and just have the Pool or Gym 

Combo 10 Visit Pass Option 

 Increase the casual adult entry fee for the Gym so it is line with the Pool and makes 

the 10 Visit Pass worth purchasing 

 Change Family Memberships from Pool Only to a Centre Membership so that parents 

can either access the Pool or the Gym 

 Offer a recurring option in Pool Membership for direct debit payments 

 Increase the Private Lesson fee to be consistent with the increased fee for normal 

lessons (as approved previously). 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – the recommended charges are aimed at 

‘streamlining’ the entry options. The recurring membership option will avoid the need to write 

to all members at the end of each 6 month period to confirm renewal. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – The revised fee structure is 

based on community feedback. In particular the change to the Family Pass. 

Policy Implications – Nil. 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Effective form 1st January 2025. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the revised fees be approved and the Schedule of Fees and Charges updated 

accordingly. 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 

THAT the revised fees be approved and the Schedule of Fees and Charges updated 

accordingly. 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION  

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 

18.1 Sign and Sealing of a Vesting Order – Springhill Bottom Road 
 

Author: DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON)  
 
Date: 11 December 2024 
 
Attachment(s) 
1. Location Plan 
2. Plan of Survey 
3. Application for Vesting Order 
4. Lands Title Office - Lodgement Form 
 
ISSUE 

Council are required to sign and seal an application for a Vesting Order (title by possession) 
for lodgement with the Lands Title Office, under s138W(4) of the Lands Titles Act 1980. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Under delegation in 2010, Council’s Development Assessment Committee approved a 
boundary adjustment and subdivision for Simon Thomas, off Springhill Bottom Road, 
Colebrook.  This land was part of the parcel which was subdivided in 1993/94 by Rodney 
Brock when he subdivided his property known as ‘Kelvin Park’.  The conditioning included 
in Simon Thomas’ Planning Permit contained, inta alia, a condition requiring the reserved 
road to be constructed to Council standards, as well as the parcels of land annotated ‘Road’ 
being transferred to Council. 
 
DETAIL 
The ‘Road’ transfers were not undertaken at the time of that sealing of the subdivision, it 
was a Council responsibility which was over looked at the time. 
 
This Vesting Order Application now closes that loop and the lots detailed on Mr Brocks title 
identified as ‘Road’ will be transferred to Council via the Vesting Order. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council: 
 

1. Receive and note the report; and 

2. Sign & Seal the Vesting Order Application to enable its lodgement with the 
Lands Titles Office. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council: 

1. Receive and note the report; and 

2. Sign & Seal the Vesting Order Application to enable its lodgement with the 
Lands Titles Office. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION  

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 

19.1 Improving Dog Welfare Outcomes in Tasmania – Discussion Paper 
(Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania) 

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 11 DECEMBER 2024 

Attachment(s): 
Improving Dog Welfare Outcomes in Tasmania – Discussion Paper  
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider providing feedback on the Discussion Paper prepared by the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania relating to the improvement 
of dog welfare outcomes in Tasmania. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Reference is made to the ‘Minister’s Foreword’ – Page 3 of the Discussion Paper. 
 
This statement provides the background and confirms that the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment Tasmania has worked with the RSPCA and TasRacing to 
develop the Paper. It has undertaken targeted consultation with key stakeholders, including 
TasFarmers and Dogs Tasmania, to understand how any proposed changes would affect 
people and industries. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The next stage will be the development of new regulation based on the feedback received 
on the discussion paper. 
 
Feedback is being sought by the close of business on 20th December 2024. 
 
Council may elect to make a submission direct to NRE or provide comment via the Local 
Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) which is seeking to prepare a response on 
behalf of the local government sector. 
 
The Discussion Paper identifies a number of issues that have been grouped into five 
Themes: 
 

1. Breeders and Breeding 

2. Identification, Tracing & Licensing 

3. Handling, Management and Containment 

4. Facilities, Housing and Sleeping 

5. Transport 

Within the Discussion Paper, and at the end of each Theme, a number of questions are 
raised. 
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Council’s Animal Control Officer (ACO) participated in an online meeting of ACO’s convened 
by the LGAT. Feedback suggests that there are varying opinions between officers within 
local government which is no doubt influenced by individual experiences working in the 
animal control industry. 
 
It follows that it may not be possible for local government (as a sector) to reach any agreed 
position on some of the issues. 
 
Likewise, individual Councillors will have their own views in response to each of the 
questions. 
 
The aim is to briefly discuss each question (as raised in the Discussion Paper), and where 
there is general agreement, this can be provided to LGAT and/or form part of an SMC 
submission. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Future resourcing is a major factor that 
Council needs to consider. In most cases, the Discussion Paper does not specify or highlight 
where the responsibility will rest in terms of inspection; monitoring and enforcement. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – To be considered. 
 
Policy Implications – Policy position. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Feedback on the Discussion Paper is being 
sought by 5.00 p.m. on 20th December 2024. The ‘Indicative Timeframe’ (refer Page 15 of 
the Discussion Paper) suggests that the review of public submissions and legislative drafting 
will occur in the fist six months of the 2025 calendar year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council consider the Questions raised in the Discussion Paper with the aim 
identifying any agreed responses that can be included in feedback to be provided to 
the Local Government Association of Tasmania. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council note the comments made at the meeting and this information be 
provided to the Local Government Association of Tasmania. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015 Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation  15(2)(g) 

Applications for Leave of Absence  15(2)(h) 

Audit Panel Minutes  15(2)(b) 

Use and Control of Herbicides  15(2)(a) 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded Clr D Blackwell 
 

THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION(MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(g) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(h) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.3 Audit Panel Minutes 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.3.1 Audit Panel Receipt of Minutes 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.3.2 Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.4 Clr B Campbell – Use and Control of Herbicides 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(a) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

21. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting closed at 4.43 p.m. 


