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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on  
 
Date: Wednesday, 24th July 2024 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Venue: Kempton Municipal Offices, 85 Main Street, Kempton. 

 

The Local Government Act 1993 section 65 provides the following: 

1. A general manager must ensure that any advice, information or recommendation given 

to the council or a council committee is given by a person who has the qualifications 

or experience necessary to give such advice, information or recommendation. 

2. A council or council committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the advice 

of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a)  the general manager certifies, in writing – 

(i)  that such advice was obtained; and 

(ii)  that the general manager took the advice into account in providing general advice 
to the council or council committee; and 

(b)  a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written transcript or summary 
of that advice is provided to the council or council committee with the general 
manager's certificate. 

I therefore certify that with respect to all advice, information or recommendation provided to 
the Council in or with this Agenda: 

(1) The advice, information or recommendation is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation; and 

(2) Where any advice is directly given by a person who does not have the required 

qualification or experience, that person has obtained and taken into account in that 

person’s general advice, the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced 

person. 

Yours faithfully 

 
TF Kirkwood 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Dennis Cousens to recite prayers. 
 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet today, and 
recognise their continuing connection to the land, water and to community. We pay respects 
to Elders past and present. 
 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 
 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
 
 
 

5. MINUTES 
 
5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 26th 
June 2024, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 26th June 2024 
be confirmed. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Committee Meeting Minutes – 8th July 2024 

 Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall Meeting Minutes – 8th July 2024 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 

 

5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Committee Meeting Minutes – 8th July 2024 

 Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall Meeting Minutes – 8th July 2024 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
Nil. 
 

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 
Nil. 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
One workshop has been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 
 
A workshop was held on the 8th July 2024 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands commencing 
at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor E Batt, Clrs A E Bisdee OAM, D Blackwell, B Campbell, D Fish 

and F Miller (remotely). 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, A Benson, G Finn, W Young and J Rowley. 

Apologies:  Nil. 

 

The Workshop focussed on the following items for consideration and discussion: 
 

1. Kempton Community Health Centre (Navigate Family Services)  
 
Discussion relating to use of the building and the flexibility of Corrumbene Care to 
reschedule its service day to provide for additional demand for services by NFS. To be 
followed-up. 
 

2. Tasmania Fire Service (District Officer) – 10.00 a.m. 
 
The Midlands District Officer (Jason Vinen) and Field Officer (Brendon Burridge) attended 
the workshop at 10.00 a.m. to provide an overview of what works are being undertaken (or 
planned) for the various Brigade facilities within the Southern Midlands Council area. 
 
This session also included discussion relating to the possible transfer of ownership of the 
Station properties (noting that it is the land only as the buildings are already owned by TFS). 
 

3. Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Review of Operations 
 
General discussion of operations with a focus on the gymnasium. 
 

4. Other Matters: 

 

4.1  Woodsdale Recreation Ground – Update  
 
Meeting held 24th June 2024 attended by Clr B Campbell; Clr F Miller; General Manager 
(Tim Kirkwood) & Deputy General Manager (Andrew Benson) and Toni Cowle; Geoff Young 
and Kerry Vincent MLC representing the Woodsdale Football Club. 
 
Awaiting feedback from the Woodsdale Football Club. 
 
4.2 Other: 
 
Position - Administration Officer (Development & Environmental Services) – vacant position 
being advertised. Follows resignation of current employee. 
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Bagdad Mangalore Structure Plan –advertisement placed seeking expressions of interest 
from suitable consultants. EOI’s to be assessed by the Project Committee. 
 
The workshop concluded at approximately 11.45 a.m. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
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7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary 
to explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without 
notice or its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without 
notice at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it 
does not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to 
be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without 
notice in writing. 

 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items not 
appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 

 
 

  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 24th July 2024 

Page 14 of 88 

10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public question 
time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before 

an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, at 

least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the 
public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to that 

question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice had 
been received from members of the Public.  
 
 
 

10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 

Nil. 
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Nil.  
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 
Nil. 
 
12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
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12.4 Planning (Other) 
 

12.4.1 Review of the Southern Tasmanian Regional Land Use Strategy (STRLUS): 
The ‘State of Play’ Report. 

 
Author: COUNCIL PLANNING CONSULTANT (DAMIAN MACKEY) 
 
Date: 9 JULY 2024 
 
Attachment(s) 
1. STRLUS Review “State of Play” Report. 
2. FAQs: The STRLUS Review. 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the ‘State of Play’ report (attached), that 
has been produced under the Review of the Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use 
Strategy (STRLUS). 

The State of Play report is the first step in updating the STRLUS. It summarises available 
data and information on a range of issues to understand the key issues and influences in 
the Region and the causes of growth and change. It endeavours to capture what we know 
from experience, what is currently happening, and (for some issues) projections of what may 
occur over the next 25-30 years. 

It is anticipated that the State of Play report will be placed on the project website mid-
September 2024. It will be used to begin consultation around updates to the STRLUS. 
Feedback gathered through consultation will be used to inform the STRLUS review 

The State of Play report is presented to Council for noting. 

Also attached is a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document for the STRLUS Review. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy (STRLUS) is a long-term plan to 
facilitate and manage change, growth, and development, whilst protecting our natural 
values, within Southern Tasmania to 2035. 

Section 5A of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 provides for the making the 
review of the Regional Land Use Strategies. 

Since the preparation of the STRLUS, the Southern Tasmanian region has experienced 
population growth, and new economic and social conditions are driving change. 

There have also been changes to the Tasmanian planning framework including the 
introduction of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme. 

Furthermore, draft Tasmanian Planning Policies (TPPs) are currently under consideration. 
The STRLUS will need to be consistent with the TPPs, once they are approved by the 
Minister for Planning. 

In the context of this change, the 12 Southern Councils committed to conduct a 
comprehensive review and update of the STRLUS. The comprehensive review and update 
program is co-funded by the 12 Councils and the State Government. 
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In February 2023, a Steering Committee was established. This is made up of the following: 
 

 

Chair: Robert Higgins, General Manager, Sorell Council 

Cr Daniel Hulme, Clarence  

Mayor Rod MacDonald, Tasman  

Mayor Leigh Bray, Brighton  

James Dryburgh, General Manager, Brighton Council 

Tony McMullen, General Manager Glenorchy City Council 

Neil Noye, Director City Futures, Hobart City Council 

 

The role of the Steering Committee is to: ensure Project outcomes and deliverables are 
achieved; approve the release of Project deliverables and establish communication 
channels and maintain regular project updates with the elected members and executives of 
the Councils. 

In August 2024, a Regional Planning Coordinator was appointed. The Regional Planning 
Coordinator is responsible for working with the Southern Councils and the State Planning 
Office to coordinate the comprehensive review and development of the updated STRLUS. 

In December 2023, to support the delivery of the project, a Working Group was established. 
This is comprised of the Regional Planning Coordinator, one senior planning advisor from 
the State Planning Office, two State Agency/Authority representatives and 12 Council 
planners. The role of the Working Group is to provide advice to the Regional Planning 
Coordinator on regional planning matters relevant to the review and provide advice on 
technical planning issues, as relevant. 
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ETHOS Urban, a leading consultancy comprising of planners, economists, social strategists, 
and designers, has been engaged to support the delivery of the State of Play and updates 
to the STRLUS. 

Capire Consulting Group, a specialist community engagement consultancy with expertise in 
regional planning, community development and social impact, and public policy has been 
engaged to support with communication and engagement. 

Cooee Communities, palawa consultants, have reviewed the State of Play and are currently 
being engaged to support palawa engagement. 

REGIONAL LAND USE STRATEGIES WITHIN THE PLANNING SYSTEM 

Regional Land Use Strategies play a key role in Tasmania’s planning system, known as the 
Resource Management and Planning System: 
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DISCUSSION 

The State of Play report is the first step in updating the STRLUS. It endeavours to summarise 
available data and information on a range of issues to understand the key issues and 
influences in the Region and the causes of growth and change. It seeks to address what we 
know from experience, what is currently happening, and (for some issues) projections of 
what may occur over the next 25-30 years. 

Southern Tasmania is unique, complex, and diverse. The State of Play report endeavours 
to document the things that make parts of the Region unique, that the community values, 
and that are important to address for the benefit of people, the economy, and the climate 
and landscape that shapes the region. 

 

The document is designed to be a community facing document enabling initial conversations 
around: 

 How our region is changing and will continue to change. 

 Changes we need to make to create a more equitable and resilient region for future 
generations. 

 Where and how we accommodate growth. 

 What great outcomes could look like and how the STRLUS can support this. 

 Why it is important people are involved. 

 

Data for the State of Play report has been gathered from several sources including, but not 
limited to: 

 Residential demand and supply study. 

 Economic profile. 

 ABS data. 

 State data including LISTmap and plans such as Tasmania's Climate Change Action 
Plan 2023-25. 

 Local planning provisions. 

 Council input through the working group. 

 

During background analysis key themes emerged which have informed the contents of the 
State of Play, namely: 

 Country, climate, landscape, and environmental values 

 Economic activity and infrastructure 

 People, communities, and growth. 
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SHAPING THE REGION 

The State of Play report articulates some key principles for ‘shaping the region’. These 
principles seek to respond to the diversity of our region and are informed by the draft 
Tasmanian Planning Policies. Following input from stakeholders they may set key principles 
in developing the STRLUS: 

 Planning for the Region is grounded in understanding of, respect for, and connections 
to culture, history, and Country. 

 Land use and economic activity respect, respond sustainably to and protect the 
Region’s unique natural environment. 

 Communities across Southern Tasmania are safe and resilient to natural hazards and 
climate change. 

 Communities in the Region are sustainable, connected, and diverse. 

 Social services and infrastructure are planned and delivered to support a growing and 
changing community. 

 Employment and economic clusters are accessible and transport networks support 
how, where, and why people and goods move within, to and from the Region. 

 The Region’s economy leverages its unique strengths and provides a stable base for 
employment growth and diversification. 

NEXT STEPS 

Following noting by Councils and the Tasmanian Government’s Minister for Planning, the 
State of Play report will be placed on a project website where it will be used to begin 
consultation with stakeholders around updates to the STRLUS. Feedback gathered through 
consultation will be used to inform the STRLUS review. 

ETHOS Urban in consultation with the Working Group is reviewing the current STRLUS. It 
is anticipated that a draft revised STRLUS will be provided to Council for endorsement late 
2024 – early 2025. Following which it will be placed on formal public exhibition. It is 
anticipated the final STRLUS will be provided to the Minister for consideration mid-2025. 

REGIONAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PLANS AND POLICIES 

The following are relevant to the broader policy context of the State of Play: 

 Australian Government, National Urban Policy Consultation Draft 

 Tasmanian Government, Tasmania’s Population Policy – Planning for Our Future 

 Tasmanian Government, Tasmanian Housing Strategy 

 The Southern Tasmanian Regional Land Use Strategy. 

 Local planning provisions and interim planning schemes. 

 30-Year Greater Hobart Plan 2022 and 30-Year Greater Hobart Plan: Strategy for 
Growth and Change 2022. 

 Draft Tasmanian Planning Policies. 
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FINANCIAL 

There are no current or proposed funding implications associated with the State of Play or 
the STRLUS.  

Funding for the STRLUS review was allocated within the 23/24 budget. 

SUSTAINABILITY  

Sustainability is recognised as a key principle for shaping the region within the State of Play. 
Embedded through all chapters, the ongoing sustainability of our communities, towns and 
natural environment is discussed.  

COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY  

The Tasmanian Government, State Planning Office is preparing a communications plan for 
Regional Land Use Strategies. 

The State of Play report and associated materials are to be made publicly accessible via a 
project website. 

Each Council within the region is requested by the STRLUS Review Steering Committee to 
publicly exhibit the State of Play making copies available for viewing by the public at Council 
premises and made available for viewing and downloading via Council’s website and or 
linking to the project website. 

Councils are also requested to promote project engagement activities via their own 
engagement channels. 

FUTURE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The STRLUS Review Steering Committee is preparing an engagement plan for the southern 
region. 

It is anticipated that the State of Play will be placed on the project website mid-September. 
It will act as a catalyst for community engagement. A series of engagement activities are 
planned to seek input into the STRLUS.  

Councils are requested by the STRLUS Review Steering Committee to support the 
dissemination and collating feedback on the State of Play report through normal 
engagement channels. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council note the Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy Review State 
of Play report. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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12.4.2 Draft Amendment 03-2024 to the State Planning Provisions 
 
Author: MANAGER – DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

(GRANT FINN) 
 
Date: 10 JULY 2024 
 
Attachment(s): 
1. Draft Amendment 03-2024 of the State Planning Provisions. 
2. Draft Amendment 03-2024: Explanatory Document. 
3. Correspondence from the State Planning Office, 1 July 2024, regarding Draft Amendment 
03-2024. 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to advise of Draft Amendment 03/2024 to the State Planning 
Provisions (the SPPs), and of the opportunity for Council to provide comment. 

BACKGROUND 

In 2022 the State Government commenced its statutory five-year review of the State 
Planning Provisions; the SPPs. 

The SPPs form the great majority of the ordinance of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme, with 
the local provisions (as set out in each Council’s Local Provisions Schedule) constituting 
only a small fraction. 

The legislation directs that the State Government must review the SPPs every five years, 
hence the review now underway, (since 2022). Council lodged a submission in August 2022. 

The State Planning Office has been working through a process with Council planners to 
analyse the submissions that were made and develop draft amendments. Issues were 
divided into various categories and ‘Action Groups’ were formed consisting of officers from 
the State Planning Office and Local Government. 

A collection of small changes that have been deemed to be ‘Minor Amendments’ have been 
combined into a single amendment instrument, and this has now been distributed to 
Councils for the opportunity to comment under Section 30NA(2)(a) of the Land Use Planning 
& Approvals Act 1993. 

If and when Draft Amendment 03-3024 is approved, the State Planning Provisions, and 
therefore the planning provisions that Council must enforce under the Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme, will be thus amended. 

MINOR AMENDMENTS 

Minor amendments to the State Planning Provisions (SPPs) do not need to proceed through 
the full public consultation and hearing process at the Tasmanian Planning Commission, 
provided they meet the associated statutory definition outlined in Section 30NA(1) of the Act: 

 

(i) correcting a clerical mistake, an error arising from any accidental slip or omission, 
an evident miscalculation of figures, or an evident material mistake, in a provision 
of the SPPs;  

(ii) removing an anomaly in the SPPs;  

(iii) clarifying or simplifying the SPPs;  

(iv) removing an inconsistency in the SPPs;  
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(v) removing an inconsistency between the SPPs and the LUPA Act or any other Act;  

(vi) bringing the SPPs into conformity with a State Policy;  

(vii) bringing the SPPs into conformity with a planning directive which the former Minister 
for Planning has, under section 30BA of the LUPA Act, determined should be 
reflected in the SPPs;  

(viii) changing provisions of the SPPs that indicate or specify the structure to which an 
LPS is to conform or the form that a provision of an LPS is to take; or  

(ix) a purpose prescribed by regulation.  

The attached Explanatory Document from the State Planning Office outlines why the various 
amendments within Draft Amendment 03-2024 are considered to meet these requirements. 

DRAFT AMENDMENT 03-2024 TO THE STATE PLANNING PROVISIONS 

The draft amendment comprises multiple amendments to the SPPs. (Refer attached 
statutory document.) In ‘plain English’, they are as follows: 

 

 Revisions to the exempt use requirements in Table 4.1 to include a new clause 
4.1.7 for display homes to bring the SPPs into conformity with Planning Directive 
No. 10 – Exemption for Display Homes.  

 Revisions to the vegetation exemptions in Table 4.1, clause 4.4.1(a), to clarify that 
works associated with vegetation removal authorised under a Forest Practices 
Plan (FPP) are also exempt from a planning permit. This includes road 
construction and the quarry of road materials authorised under the FPP. It also 
removes a potential inconsistency in the SPPs with the Natural Assets Code 
exemptions and with the Forest Practices Act 1985.  

 Revisions to the description for ‘Domestic Animal Breeding, Boarding or Training’ 
at Table 6.2 to clarify that the use is for a commercial purpose.  

 A revision to the assessment of an application for discretionary use or development 
at clause 6.2.8 to clarify the operation of the subclauses.  

 A revision to the Rural Zone to correct a clerical error in a Purpose Statement. 

 Revisions to the Natural Assets Code exemptions at C7.4.1(d) to remove a 
potential inconsistency in the SPPs with the Natural Assets Code exemptions and 
with the Forest Practices Act 1985 and to clarify its application. 

 Revisions to the Attenuation Code to include a new clause C9.2.5 to clarify that it 
does not apply to ‘sensitive uses’ and activities that are located on the same site. 
This has implications in respect of the proposed bio-solid land spreading activity 
on land at 76 Shene Road, Pontville (DA2400033).  

These proposed changes to the State Planning Provisions do not raise any concerns. On 
the contrary, they will facilitate the smooth operation of the planning scheme. 

Furthermore, they impact none of the matters that Council raised in its 2022 submission.  

It is recommended that Council simply note the Draft Amendment, and that there is no need 
to provide comment back to the State Planning Office. 
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RECOMMENDATION  

That Draft Amendment 03-2024 to the State Planning Provisions be noted, and that 
no comments be provided to the State Planning Office. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY]  
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
Nil. 
 
 

13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 
 

13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
13.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 
satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 

 
13.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil.  
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13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 
 
 

Nil. 
 
 

13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 
Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date:  18 JULY 2024 
 

Enclosure(s): 
Capital Works Program 2023-2024 Projected Timelines 
 

Roads Program 

Culvert cleaning and drainage works underway in the Bagdad, Broadmarsh, Swanston, 
Campania and Tunnack areas will continue as weather permits. 

Maintenance grading will continue with a focus on repairing damaged roads as a result of 
the recent rain event that affected various roads, it should be noted that the focus over the 
last 12-18 Months on roadside drainage works, has resulted in a vast improvement to 
councils road infrastructure resilience, during high rainfall events. 

Bitumen patching on all roads as weather and resources permit will continue. 

Current Capital Works 

Interlaken Road works are progressing. AWC are working on Rockton Corner and 
progressing well with drainage and verge widening. 

Stanley street Oatlands footpath and kerb works have been completed. Piping of an open 
table drain in Stanley Street Oatlands in underway 

 

Parks and Reserves 

Maintenance of recreation grounds, parks and playgrounds ongoing as required. 

Crews busy cleaning up leaves and mowing grass around our towns.  

Minor street tree pruning works are being completed in all township areas.  

 

Bridge Works 

Minor works on some bridges to be scheduled as resources permits. 

 

Building Services Unit 

Construction of 2 accommodation units in Oatlands progressing well with plastering works 
completed, fitting out has now commenced. 

Maintenance work underway on Colebrook Hall and Parattah Railway Station will 
commence soon. 

 

Planned Works 

 Drainage and pavement repairs various roads; 

 Undertake various bridge maintenance repairs; 

 Continue construction of accommodation units Oatlands; 
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 Continue Interlaken Road upgrade works; 

 Continue Piping works Stanley Street Oatlands; 

 Commence footbridge/pathway works Bagdad; 

 Commence planning of works for Kempton-Mood Food Pathway; 

 Commence Station Street Colebrook drainage works; 

 Commence Tunbridge Kerb replacement works main road Tunbridge. 

 

Tunbridge Bridge Replacement 

The Manager Infrastructure and Works met with contractor Hazell Bros who have been 
awarded the contract to re-construct the Tunbridge Bridge, on Monday the 15 July for a pre-
start meeting. 

The project is expected to take between 4-6 Months for completion. 
 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 
/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 

access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
Nil.  
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 

15.1.1  Heritage Project Program Report 
 

Author: HERITAGE PROJECTS OFFICER (ALAN TOWNSEND) 

Date: 17 JULY 2024  

 
ISSUE 
 
Report from the Heritage Projects Officer on various Southern Midlands Heritage Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 

 Rehoused archaeological artefacts at the new Roche Hall store 

 Curating works for the ‘Elemental’ exhibition (H&BF) 

 Continued filming for Colonial True Crime YouTube project 

 Significant progress has been made with making the Southern Midlands Heritage 
Collection available online through ‘Trove’ (National Library of Australia) 

 Confirmed various events for the Heritage and Bullock Festival 

 Our new Artist in Residence Gillian Turner has arrived. Gillian is interested in the 
history of the former Oatlands Flax Mill and is hoping to have an installation ready for 
the Heritage & Bullock Festival 

 Ongoing participation in Heritage Highway Regional Tourism Association 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 
Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 15 JULY 2024 

DETAIL 

 Proposed toilet block at Callington Park. A Council Plumbing Permit and Building Permit 
has been issued. A plumber, electrician, bricklayer and concreter have all been engaged 
to undertake the various components of the build, with Council’s Builder Phil Jones 
overseeing the building site works. The works have been scheduled to commence in 
mid-August - immediately after the Oatlands Bullock Festival. 

 Maria has continued to working on issues relating to Lake Dulverton & Callington Park 
– mainly in relation to the proposed dog exercise area at the Flax Mill point. Maria met 
with Parks on site a week prior to the scheduled Committee meeting. This was to assist 
Parks in their understanding of the location/ context and proximity to other places, and 
describing current use of the site in terms of mowing and maintenance and confirming 
the current public use of the area. No specific decisions were made re the dog park idea 
as the visit was more about familiarisation for the assessment by Parks to proceed.   A 
meeting of the committee was held on 10th July. See minutes – separate item to this 
report. 

 Helen has been busy with many tasks including drummuster and sorting the Dulverton 
Walking Track people counters.  The counters were not working for some time due to 
moisture getting into the device, hence there is now a gap in data. The problem is now 
resolved and the counters have been reinstated in the field.  

 Helen and Mary sorted and distributed a number of native plants to landholders – 
compliments of the Midlands Tree Committee.  

Weeds Officer Report, Mary Smyth 

18th June – 15th July 2024 

Enquiries/feedback 

Quiet this month. Texted a ratepayer from Kempton to confirm identity of a couple of admired 
large gum trees near his property. I had visited the property for a weed issue and the trees 
came up in discussion. 

Site visits 

Total = 5 

10 Silver banksias (Banksia marginata) tubestock planted in some of the spare spots at the 
Pound, Oatlands. All Banksias had a coir mat, tree guard, two stakes and mulch.  Weeds 
have died off well from the previous two sprays but there will need to be follow-up in a month 
or so to dispatch the weed seedlings that have sprouted over the last month. It has been 
tough going for many of the original Blackwoods at this site but a surprising number of them 
have survived. Further plantings of Blackwoods in remaining spare spots will continue as 
time permits. 
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Viewed a couple of Spanish heath sites that are not accessible via public roads: one site will 
be taken care of by Forico, and the other I re-visited and controlled the Spanish heath when 
nearby the following week. 

Inspected a long-standing Spanish heath infestation on the edge of the oval at the old 
Levendale Primary School. Considerably more plants present than last year but they were 
of a good size so it was very satisfying to return and spray the lot. It was after this second 
visit to the oval, and whilst I was packing up outside the Levendale Hall, that I happened to 
meet Mr Raspin (Forico) and Mr Ewart (EEA Blasting). It was great to finally meet Bernard 
Raspin and I was able to confirm that he would take care of the Spanish heath on the top of 
the quarry down what is known as the D Road (private Forico road), near Levendale. A 
productive happenstance!  

Completed spraying of all Spanish heath in and around Woodsdale Cemetery.  

Communication 

Article submitted to Southern Midlands Regional Newsletter on Agricultural Sleeper Weeds. 

Attended a meeting with Landcare Tasmania’s Project coordinator (Anna Minchin) and 
Outreach coordinator (Jen Milne; former SMC weeds officer) regarding the SMC NRM team 
contributing to a proposed Dryland Restoration Workshop at Campania late September 
2024. Discussions were wide ranging in this interesting meeting. 

Had a discussion with the caretaker of Woodsdale Cemetery: I thought the cemetery had 
been taken over by SMC and I had done a couple of woody weed sprays to control Spanish 
heath. Apparently the takeover is imminent, but has not yet gone through. The caretaker 
was not worried that I had been doing some woody weed control! 

Ongoing activities to monitor serrated tussock and its control this year. First lot of 
flupropenate spraying has been done by a contractor and this will be completed by end of 
July. Discussions regarding ST detection outside the core zone, and follow-up spraying 
activities within the core zone are continuing. 

Related and extra-curricular activities 

Assisted Helen and Maria with the annual Midlands Tree Committee labelling and sorting 
(ready for landowners to pick up), of approximately 2000 local trees and shrubs. Landcare 
Tasmania has a Project Bank and this sort of tree planting support qualifies for potential 
funding. Assisted Helen with an application to support future tree/shrub distribution costs, 
with a view towards expanding the service to include provision of tree guards, stakes and 
mats to Landholders.  

Assisted Helen with some Dulverton Track counter installation/data downloads and took 
note of the gorse and broom that needs controlling this spring with our spray rig. 

Not having much luck this month with interesting workshops: my desire to attend a Gorse 
control field day up north, and a willow control workshop at Sorell was not realised due to 
the first event occurring on my tip weekend, and the second due to a previous engagement.   
The ‘Boxthorn busting/biochar’ workshop on one of my weekends off was thwarted by the 
organisers when they changed the date to a tip weekend.  

Attended the unveiling of the ‘Aspire’ sculpture at the Aquatics Centre. 

Weeds Action Fund – Stemless thistle 

Final report submitted (many thanks to Maria and Helen for their support with this process). 
10 year weed management plan in progress. Possible funding available in a next stage of 
the weeds action fund but no details yet: I will be attending a Weed Forum at Campbell Town 
on 1st August and I am hoping to find out some details then. 
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Final mop-up spray of any remaining seedlings is proposed for early August. 

Research 

I had some leftover woody weed spray from a Spanish heath day and decided to test its 
longevity by spraying some tree lupins and a couple of horehound at Oatlands tip. 

The usual regular perusal of the Tasmanian Weeds Facebook page is well worth the time. 
This is monitored by Matt Baker (Herbarium) and Adam Muyt (Biosecurity Tasmanai) so is 
a great source of news from around the state. 

Training and development 

Completed annual appraisal with Maria.  

Successfully completed the ‘Working with vulnerable persons’ registration and the card has 
already arrived. 

Assisted with the process of going through the WEEDS ‘S’ drive headings to finalise a list 
required for Nick to take through to the new computer systems. 

Weed of the Week 

Gorse, hawthorn berries, willow canes, and Cootamundra wattle displayed this month. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

Nil. 
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15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 
Author:  ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICER (RACHEL COLLIS) 

Date:   17 JULY 2024 

Enclosure(s): 
Animal Management Statement 2024 
 
ISSUE 
 

Consideration of the Animal Management/Compliance Officer’s report for July 2024 

The purpose of the report is twofold: 

1. To inform Council and the Community of infringements issued by Council Officers in 
relation to Animal Management for the period July; and 

2. Provide a brief summary of actions and duties undertaken by Council Officers in 
relation to animal management. 

This in turn informs the community of the requirements and expectations of the Council to 
uphold and enforce the relevant legislation. This reminds Council and the community of the 
importance of responsible ownership of animals. 

The infringements detailed in this report were all issued under the Dog Control Act 2000. 

Resource Sharing 

Southern Midlands Council currently provide Animal Management services to the Central 
Highlands Council through resource sharing arrangements. Jobs of note are itemised in the 
enclosed statement. 

INFRINGEMENT DETAILS: 

24/6/24 – Dog at large, Oatlands area x2  

ATTACK DETAILS:  

28/6/24 – One sheep attacked, euthanized due to the injuries - Dysart area. Dog(s) not 
known. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Animal Management Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.6.1 

 

YTD ANIMAL MANAGEMENT STATEMENT 

 2024 
 

DOG 
IMPOUNDS 

RECLAIMED ADOPTED/DOGS 
HOME  

EUTHANISED OTHER 
IMPOUNDS 

 

15 12 3  1 – goat  
1 – ram  
1 – Weather  

 
 

JOBS ATTENDED 
July 2024 

 

DOGS AT 
LARGE 

DOG ATTACKS DOG BARKING DOG GENERAL 

 1 2 6 

NEW KENNEL 
LICENCES  

WELFARE STOCK Central Highlands  

4 new licences in 
the process  

       1 0 

 
 
REGISTERED DOGS: Registration renewals issued  
KENNEL LICENCES: 63 
INFRINGEMENTS ISSUED:  2 
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15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 

Nil. 
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16.2 Recreation 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 
 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

16.2.1 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
Author: OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE COORDINATOR (ADAM BRIGGS)  

Date:  19 JULY 2024 

ISSUE 
 
Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinator’s Report for the month June, 2024. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Oatlands Aquatic Centre opened to the public on Monday 14th November 2022. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 

1. To report on the financial performance of the Centre compared to budget for the 
relevant month ending; and 

2. To provide details regarding usage of the facility. 
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Financial Reporting: 
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Group Bookings & Programs – May (19/6/24 - 16/7/24): 
 

Event / Booking School / Group Participation Numbers 

Centre Hire  Education Department Program 50 participants  

Physio Rehab Sessions Annabel Butler – Physiotherapist 6 individual bookings 

Lane Hire Midlands Swimming Club 3 individual bookings 

Pool Entry Parkside Program  10 participants 

Learn to Swim: Kinder-G2 Oatlands District School 67 participants 

Centre Hire St Johns Primary School 3 group bookings 

Lane Hire Swimming Tasmania 65 participants 
 

 
USAGE FOR THE PERIOD 19/6/2024 – 16/7/2024 
 
PAID UPFRONT 

 
 

 

 

Type Units 

Gym & Fitness 
 

Gym & Fitness Class Passes/10 Sessions 4 

Gym & Fitness Class Passes/5 Sessions 0 

Gym & Fitness Class Session (17 years) PAYG 5 

Gym & Fitness Class Session (Concession) PAYG 4 

PAYG Class Pass (16 years) 0 

Gym  
PAYG Gym (17 years) 10 

PAYG Gym (Concession) 5 

Personal Training  
Personal Training – 30 Mins 6 

Personal Training – 1 Hr 0 

Learn to Swim (Total Numbers)  
Term 2, 2024 Program Enrolments (Currently) 100 

Adult Learn to Swim 0 

Pool  
Pool Passes 10 Sessions (Child/Concession) 6 

Pool Pass 10 Session (17 years) 3 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (17 +) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (concession) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Family) 0 

PAYG – Pool (4 years and under) 55 

PAYG - Pool (5-16) 232 

PAYG - Pool (17) 189 

PAYG - Pool (Concession) 144 

PAYG - (Family) 24 

Pool/Gym Combo PAYG 0 

GYM/Pool Pass 10 Session (17 years) 1 

GYM/Pool Pass 10 Session (Concession) 0 
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DIRECT DEBITS – Current Numbers 

Type Units 
DD Pool/Gym 10 

DD Class/Pool 22 

DD Pool/Gym/Class 3 

DD Gym 4 

DD Class/Gym 6 

DD 6 Months Pool – 17 years + 2 

DD 6 Months Pool – Child/Concession 2 

DD 6 Months Pool – Family 0 
 

Grant Applications & General Information 
 

See below an update on the current Grant Application: 
 

 Austswim Learn to Swim Course: 

Oatlands Aquatic Centre will be hosting a Learn to Swim Teachers course in 

conjunction with Austswim on 26th & 27th August, this course will open the opportunity 

to the local community for further employment options. 

 

 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Not applicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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16.3 Access 
 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 

Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
 
 
16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 

sustainability. 

 

Nil. 
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16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
Nil. 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 
17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 
 
Nil. 
 
 
17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 

17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
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17.2.3 New Policy – Reporting & Investigating Reportable Conduct Policy & 
Procedure (final adoption) 

 
Author: MANAGER COMMUNITY & CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT (WENDY YOUNG) 

Date: 2 JULY 2024 

Enclosure(s): 
Reporting & Investigating Reportable Conduct Policy & Procedure 

ISSUE 

The Child & Youth Safe Organisations Act 2023 was enacted in June 2023.  This Act 
establishes standards for the safety and wellbeing of children and youth and provides 
responsibilities of certain entities in relation to those standards and establishes a reportable 
conduct scheme. Under Schedule 2 of the Act – Councils are an entity that are specifically 
covered and must comply from the 1 January 2024.    

DETAIL 

The objective of this policy is to meet the Child and Youth Safe Framework, which includes 
the child and youth safe standards, reportable conduct scheme, the independent regulator 
and information sharing provisions. 

The Child and Youth Safe Organisations Framework (the Framework) was established 
through the Child and Youth Safe Organisations Act 2023 (the Act).   The Framework 
includes the Reportable Conduct Scheme (the Scheme) that requires the General Manager 
or delegate to report, and investigate, concerns and conduct related to a child or young 
person involving a worker (referred to as reportable conduct) to the Independent Regulator.    

The Reportable conduct scheme places obligations on the General Manager or delegate to 
notify the Regulator in writing within 3 business days after becoming aware of a reportable 
conduct, reportable allegation or reportable conviction of a worker. 

It also requires that General Manager or delegate must investigate the reportable allegation 
or reportable conviction and provide within 30 days all known detailed information about the 
reportable allegation or reportable conviction and whether or not any action is to be taken.   
The obligation to investigate continues to apply even if the worker ceases to be employed 
or otherwise engaged by the organisation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council: 
 
1. Receive and note the report; and 
2. Subject to no amendments, formally adopt the ‘Reporting & Investigating 

Reportable Conduct Policy and Procedure’. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.3 
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17.2.4 Risk Management Framework, Strategy & Policy 
 
Author: MANAGER COMMUNITY & CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT (WENDY YOUNG) 

Date: 2 JULY 2024 

Attachment(s): 
Risk Management Framework 
Risk Management Strategy 
Risk Management Policy 
 
ISSUE 
Review of Risk Management Framework, Strategy & Policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Southern Midlands Council recognises that effective risk management is a critical part 
of good governance, leadership and continuous improvement.  It provides an integrated and 
systematic risk management framework, that identifies, evaluates, treat and monitor risk in 
all Council’s activities to minimise Council’s exposure to risk. 
 
DETAIL 
The suite of documents have been reviewed, formatted to the new template, with no 
recommendations for change are include in the documents. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council adopt the Risk Management Framework, Strategy & Policy. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.2.5 SMC External Grant Projects - Quarterly Update 
 

Author:  DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 19 JULY 2024 
 
Enclosure: 
Report to Council on Various SMC Grant Projects as at 30th June 2024 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council have a quite a number of external grants that are in various stages of implementation 
and it is meaningful to provide Council with a status report in respect of the external grants 
on a quarterly basis. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The application of grants is a major contributor to Council’s infrastructure budget.  Some 
grants are fully funded by the Grant body, for example ‘election promises realised’, others 
require part funding, ie Active Tasmania (former Dept. of Communities, Sport & Recreation 
- Tasmanian State Government), and with a minimum of 50% funding by Council, and others 
require various funding contributions by Council.  Some with no funding contributions by 
Council. 
 
All Council Business Units are focused on bringing in funded projects that meet the 
objectives of the Strategic Plan and that add value to our Community.  That way the budget 
goes further and we are able meet, to some extent the expectations of the Community. 
 
DETAIL 
 
This update is provided for Councillors information only and will be updated on a quarterly 
basis. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.2.6 Local Government Shared Services–Quarterly Update–Information Only 
 
Author:  FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 19 JULY 2024 

Enclosure(s): 
Shared Services Report – Southern Midlands Council – April - June 2024 
 
ISSUE 
 
To inform Council of the Common Services Joint Venture activities for the period April – 
June 2024. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are seven existing members of the Common Services Joint Venture Agreement, with 
two other Council’s participating as non-members. 
 
Members: Brighton, Central Highlands, Glenorchy, Huon Valley, Sorell, Southern Midlands 
and Tasman. 
 
Council now include a standard internal report for Council’s information on SMC hours on 
a quarterly basis. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer to the enclosed summary of services provided by and provided to the Southern 
Midlands. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (Period ending 30 June 2024) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 17 JULY 2024 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 30th June 2024. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Operating Expenditure Report includes a Year to Date (YTD) Budget Column, with 
variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets. 
 
Note: Depreciation is calculated on an annual basis at the end of the financial year. The 
budget and expense for depreciation are included in the June period. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 Jul 2023 to 30th June 2024. 

 Operating Expenditure Report – 1 Jul 2023 to 30th June 2024. 

 Capital Expenditure Report – 1 Jul 2023 to 30th June 2024. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 Jul 2023 to 30th June 2024. 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall operating expenditure to end of June was $13,125,265 representing 97.5% of the 
Year to Date Budget.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Note: These figures are not final as some end-of-year accrual adjustments have been 
processed, but there are further adjustments to be made. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Walkways - expenditure to date ($286,569 – 117.69%). Following an 
analysis of expenditure relating to internal plant hire it was found that the internal hire rate 
on some plant were excessively high and those rates have been reduced for future 



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 24th July 2024 

Page 71 of 88 

expenditure. Expenditure on wages and on-costs has also been higher than anticipated due 
to an increase in maintenance required on walkways. 
 
Sub-Program – Public Toilets - expenditure to date ($116,455 – 121.18%). Expenditure 
on Materials and Contracts was higher than anticipated.  
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Sub-Program – Business - expenditure to date ($450,756 – 115.16%). Additional 
expenditure relates largely to a higher than anticipated value of private works (offset by an 
increase in private works income). 
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Sub-Program – Regulatory (Animals) - expenditure ($137,221 – 119.21%). Additional 
expenditure is due to an increase in resources required to address non-compliance issues. 
 
 
Strategic Theme – Community  
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme –Organisation 
 
Sub-Program – Finances - expenditure ($400,610 – 112.77%). Additional expenditure 
relates largely to an increased focus on debt collection, with a budget allocation of $10k and 
expenditure of $34k. Council also engaged AIT Specialists to perform an audit of fuel tax 
credit calculations over the last three years. While no provision for this expense was included 
in the 2023-24 budget, the expense was offset by an additional claim to the ATO for under-
claimed credits during that period. 
 
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAM 
 
Capital expenditure projects are colour coded to signify the grant program and show the 
completion deadlines. A legend of the colour coding is as below: 
 
 
Legend – Source and completion deadlines for grant funded projects 
 

Roads to Recovery 
It is the Government’s intention that the full allocation is budgeted 
and spent in the year allocated 

Local Road and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI)  

Phase 3 - 30 June 2024 / Phase 4 – 30 June 2025 (use or lose) 

Other Specific Purpose Grants Completion date as per grant deed or approved extension date 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
 
Nil. 
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 

Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 15(2)(g) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Audit Panel Minutes 15(2)(b) 

State Emergency Services – SMC Road 
Crash Rescue Unit 

15(2)(d) 

Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Review of 
Operations 

15(2)(d) 

Property Matter – Kempton 15(2)(f) 

Property Matter – Bagdad  15(2)(f) 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 
 

DECISION(MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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CLOSED COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(g) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(h) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
20.3 Audit Panel Minutes 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.3.1 Audit Panel Receipt of Minutes 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.3.2 Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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20.4 State Emergency Service – Southern Midlands Road Crash Rescue Unit 
(Vehicles) 

 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(d) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.5 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Review of Operations 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(d) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.6 Property Matter Kempton 

 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(f) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
20.7 Property Matter Bagdad 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(f) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

21. CLOSURE 


